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	Organization

Writes with focus, organization, & supporting details
	Paper is highly organized, with effective sequencing. Paragraphs clearly & insightfully support your central thesis.   
	Paper organization is logical & arguments focus on the central thesis. Good, focused paragraphs 
	Organization is difficult to follow sometimes; could have been placed in a more logical order. 
	Information is not understandable due to organization flaws, or many sections are too brief to support their points.

	Research: analysis of information

Writes w/ focus, organization, & supporting details
	Paper carefully & insightfully analyzes your information & connects it to both the paragraph & thesis statement.  Draws appropriate and inventive conclusions 
	Paper clearly analyzes the information gathered and connects the evidence to the thesis statement.
	Paper demonstrates limited analysis of information gathered.  Evidence is often restated, not analyzed.
	Paper demonstrates little to no analysis of evidence.

	Research: Information gathering
Understands & applies research skills
	Paper insightfully demonstrates the ability to select, record, & use key details.  Details thoroughly support thesis, & notes have complete bibliographic information.
	Paper shows good ability to select, record & use important details. Details support thesis, and notes are reasonably complete, with minor errors.
	Paper demonstrates a limited ability to select, record & use important details. Details provide minimal support, notes are incomplete.
	Missing information entirely for some sections, details are incomplete or not relevant. Notes are highly disorganized – cannot tell one source from another.

	Research: organization

Understands & applies research skills
	Excellent! You followed each step, smoothly moving from sources, to notes, to outlining, to creating a new document in support of your thesis.
	A good start.  You followed the basic steps, but may have had to backtrack a bit to find information you missed.
	Oops!  You skipped some steps!  You may not have labeled note sheets & organized them, & went straight to the outline.
	Incomplete – does not show you followed the steps as explained and demonstrated in class.

	Research: Citing Sources

Understands & applies research skills


	Excellent!  Any quotes / specific details you use are given citations in the proper format.  Bibliography has no errors, and has a wide variety of source types.
	Good. Your bibliography & citations are accurate, with only a couple minor errors.  May be limited in source types.
	Uh oh.  Several sources may not be in the right format, or you have errors (wrong title, etc.).  Only a few details are cited.
	Very few in text citations, or format is inaccurate.  Does not demonstrate an understanding of the citation format.  Biblio. May be too brief to evaluate.

	Grammar, Usage, & Mechanics

Standard:

Uses standard English conventions
	Varied sentence beginnings, all words spelled correctly, correct use of punctuation and capitalization rules. Formal tone and word choice add sophistication to essay. 
	Sentences are of varying length, most words spelled correctly, few punctuation and capitalization errors.  Uses formal tone. 
	Errors in sentence structure, spelling or incorrect punctuation & capitalization are distracting.  Tone may vary between conversational and formal. 
	Errors in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation or grammar make your writing difficult to understand.  


Please check the boxes that you feel your writing has earned, and explain your scores on the back
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