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	Choice of Quotations

Reads and comprehends a variety of grade level texts


	Textual evidence in paragraph provides excellent support for your journal entry.  

Textual evidence is comprehensive and highly relevant. 
	Textual evidence included in paragraph provides adequate support for your journal entry.  Possibly better quotations available, or not completely comprehensive to the novel.  
	Textual evidence included in paragraph does not always support your journal entry.

Textual evidence may not be focused on your main idea.  
	Textual evidence included in paragraph does not support your journal entry, or there isn’t enough evidence to evaluate.  

	Character Development

Analyzes the elements of literature to demonstrate comprehension
	Entry demonstrates strong, insightful understanding of the character.  Entry clearly and thoughtfully articulates the character’s thoughts and feelings based on the events of the novel.
	Entry demonstrates clear understanding of the character.  Entry accurately articulates the character’s thoughts and feelings based on the events of the novel.
	Entry demonstrates some understanding of the character.  Entry somewhat articulates the character’s thoughts and feelings based on the events of the novel.
	Entry demonstrates very little understanding of the character.  Entry does not clearly articulate the character’s thoughts and feelings based on the events of the novel.

	Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

Uses standard English conventions in writing, revising, and editing. 
	Shows strong awareness of audience and purpose – word choice and voice are appropriate for character. Sentence structure, syntax, and grammar are solid, with any intentional errors (to sound like the character) highlighted / noted. Perfect use of page citations. 
	Good effort at sounding like the character – shows awareness of audience and purpose.  Sentences are of varying length, most words spelled correctly, no incorrect usage of punctuation and capitalization.  Careful use of page citations. 
	Shows limited awareness of audience and purpose: is written in first person, but lacks voice.  Errors in sentence structure, spelling or incorrect usage of punctuation and capitalization are distracting to the reader. 

Many errors in page citations. 
	Shows no awareness of audience and purpose.  Errors in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation or grammar make your writing difficult to understand.  

No page citations. 


Self Grade Explanation:

Teacher Recommendations:

	Key Focus Area
	Yes
	No
	Top teacher commendations / suggestions

	“Cited pages at end of sentence”(45).
	
	
	

	Clearly proofread out loud
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


