Why Does This Stuff Sound So Strange?

I. Early Modern English has some strange grammar

A. Pronouns: 2nd person – Thee, Thou, Ye

1. ________________________________________________________

2. ________________________________________________________

a) _____________________________________________________

b) _____________________________________________________

c) _____________________________________________________

d) _____________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________

a) _____________________________________________________

b) _____________________________________________________

c) _____________________________________________________

B. Verb Forms

1. _________________________________________________________

a) ______________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________

a) ______________________________________________________

b) ______________________________________________________

II. This stuff is (mostly) poetry!

A. It is Iambic Pentameter

1. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Example: Now fair Hippolyta, our nuptual hour 

     Draws on apace. Four happy days bring in (I.i. 1-2)

B. Iambic Pentameter can take two forms:

1. Rhymed Verse:_________________________________________________

a) ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) Example: By the simplicity of Venus’ doves
  
  By that which knitteth souls and prospers loves

2. Blank Verse:___________________________________________________

a) ___________________________________________________________

b) Example: Of if there were a sympathy in choice,

War death or sickness did lay siege to it,

Making it momentany as a sound,

Swift as a shadow, short as any dream (I.i. 143-146)
C. How do they write all that stuff in Iambic Pentameter?

1. They Cheat:

a) ___________________________________________________________

(1) Example: Thou hast sung at her window by moonlight ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b) ___________________________________________________________

(1) Example: “Quenched in the chaste beams of the watery moon /  And the imperial voteress passed on” ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c) ___________________________________________________________

(1) Example: “Ay there it is.” / “I pray thee, give it to me”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
D. Why write all this stuff in poetry?

1. In MND it ISN’T all poetry!

a) Poetry is used in specific situations:

(1) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(a) ______________________________________________________________
(b) ______________________________________________________________

b) Prose is used in specific situations:

(1) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example: “Here is the scroll of every man’s name which is thought fit, through all Athens, to play in our interlude before the Duke and the Duchess on his wedding day at night.”

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







