What does it mean to be human?

Directions: Several quotes about humanity are listed below.  Read and discuss them – what do they tell you about humanity?  What TRAITS are part of being human?

Humanity has advanced, when it has advanced, not because it has been sober, responsible, and cautious, but because it has been playful, rebellious, and immature.

Tom Robbins (1936 - )

You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.

Mahatma Gandhi (1869 - 1948)

Without words, without writing and without books there would be no history, there could be no concept of humanity.

    Hermann Hesse (1877 - 1962)

It is a denial of justice not to stretch out a helping hand to the fallen; that is the common right of humanity.

    Seneca (5 BC - 65 AD)

Human beings are the only creatures that allow their children to come back home.

Bill Cosby (1937 - )
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Liberty, equality - bad principles! The only true principle for humanity is justice; and justice to the feeble is protection and kindness.

    Henri-Frédéric Amiel

Humanity is not a gift of nature, it is a spiritual achievement to be earned.

    Richard Bach

Real education should educate us out of self into something far finer; into a selflessness which links us with all humanity.

    Nancy Astor (1879 - 1964)

Only two things are infinite, the universe and human stupidity, and I'm not sure about the former.

    Albert Einstein (1879 - 1955)
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What sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity. These are but trifles, to be sure; but, scattered along life's pathway, the good they do is inconceivable.

    Joseph Addison (1672 - 1719)

It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own self-interest. We address ourselves, not to their humanity but to their self-love, and never talk to them of our own neccessities but of their advantages.

    Adam Smith

All legislation, all government, all society is founded upon the principle of mutual concession, politeness, comity, courtesy; upon these everything is based...Let him who elevates himself above humanity, above its weaknesses, its infirmities, its wants, its necessities, say, if he pleases, I will never compromise; but let no one who is not above the frailties of our common nature disdain compromises.

    Henry Clay (1777 - 1852)

You cannot hope to build a better world without improving the individuals. To that end each of us must work for his own improvement, and at the same time share a general responsibility for all humanity, our particular duty being to aid those to whom we think we can be most useful.

    Marie Curie (1867 - 1934)
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All humanity is passion; without passion, religion, history, novels, art would be ineffectual.

    Honore De Balzac (1799 - 1850)

The finest piece of mechanism in all the universe is the brain of man. The wise person develops his brain, and opens his mind to the genius and spirit of the world's great ideas. He will feel inspired with the purest and noblest thoughts that have ever animated the spirit of humanity.

    Alfred A. Montapert

[Humanity] has unquestionably one really effective weapon—laughter. Power, money, persuasion, supplication, persecution—these can lift at a colossal humbug—push it a little—weaken it a little, century by century; but only laughter can blow it to rags and atoms at a blast. Against the assault of laughter nothing can stand.

    Mark Twain (1835 - 1910), The Mysterious Stranger, chapter 10 (1916)
Just because we've been dealt a certain hand, it doesn't mean that we can't choose to rise above - to conquer the boundaries of a destiny that none of us wanted. To try to retain whatever essential humanity we can.

Stephenie Meyer, Twilight, 2005
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The worst sin toward our fellow creatures is not to hate them, but to be indifferent to them: that's the essence of inhumanity.

George Bernard Shaw (1856 - 1950), "The Devil's Disciple" (1901), act II

Language is not an abstract construction of the learned, or of dictionary makers, but is something arising out of the work, needs, ties, joys, affections, tastes, of long generations of humanity, and has its bases broad and low, close to the ground.

    Noah Webster

If you look through all the different cultures. Right from the earliest, earliest days with the animistic religions, we have sought to have some kind of explanation for our life, for our being, that is outside of our humanity.

    Jane Goodall

It is not in giving life but in risking life that man is raised above the animal; that is why superiority has been accorded in humanity not to the sex that brings forth but to that which kills.

    Simone de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (1950)

