Name ______________________________________________________________________________ 				Period:_________

Non-Fiction Navigator—This novel is a fictional account of a young girl’s experiences in war-torn Afghanistan.  As the researcher, you will read non-fiction articles that connect to the section of the novel you are reading.  For each article, you will have to identify and explain the author’s purpose, as well as make connections to the novel. As you read, annotate with sticky notes the topic that you are researching so that you can easily make connections to the novel.


	Title and Author of Article:

	Details from the Article
Write down a fact / detail in the article which connects to your topic here
	Connections to the Novel
How does the article detail connect to the novel?  Note a specific text reference, and analyze what you learn about it from the article.

	Identify and explain the author’s purpose:  Inform, Persuade, or Entertain?  How do you know?
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Symbol Seeker- Symbolism is an important literary device that author’s use to convey important ideas, messages and themes.  In Under The Persimmon Tree, Staples frequently uses the symbols of stars and trees. As you read, annotate with sticky notes any references to stars and trees that you encounter.  After you finish reading the section, select the most significant symbols from the section to include on the graphic organizer.  Use specific evidence from the text, and then explain what the symbol represents and why Staples included it in the text.


	The Symbol
Quote the specific reference where the symbol appears.
	The Context
Explain what is going on when the symbol appears – Who is involved?  What are they thinking or feeling?  

	The Meaning
Based on the context you described, analyze what the symbol MEANS.  Does it represent an emotion?  An idea? How do you know?

	Pg.
	










	
	

	Pg. 
	












	
	



Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________	Period: _______

Conflict Identifier-This role examines the role of conflict in the novel, as well as its impact on the individual characters and on larger groups of people.  As you read, annotate with sticky notes any conflicts that you encounter.  After you finish reading the section, select the most important conflicts to include on the graphic organizer.  Use specific evidence from the text, identify the type of conflict, and then use evidence to explain how and why the conflict impacts the characters and larger groups of people.  Choose the 2 strongest conflicts and explain them THOROUGHLY.


	Identify the conflict
Write down specific evidence from the text with the page #.  Include a key quote that shows the conflict.
	Conflict Type
(Char vs char, vs nature, vs self, or vs society) & explanation.
	Analysis & Evidence
Explain how and why the conflict impacts the characters and/or larger groups of people.  Include a quote (and page #) that shows the impact.

	Pg.
	











	
	

	Pg. 
	













	
	


Name ____________________________________________________________________________________	 	Period:_____________

Cultural Attaché — This role examines the role of culture and setting in the novel.  As you read, annotate with sticky notes any cultural references you encounter.  After you finish reading the section, select the most important cultural references to include on the graphic organizer.  Use specific evidence from the text, and then explain how and why that reference is important to the novel and the conflict.  Finally, you will compare and contrast the culture from the text to your own culture.


	Cultural References
Write down specific evidence from the text with the page #.
	Novel Analysis
Explain in your own words how and why this cultural reference is important to the novel.  Be sure to talk about how this detail affects the character(s), and the conflict(s). 
	Personal Connections
How is this different from your culture and experiences?  How is this similar?  Write a personal reflection on the detail you noted – how do you react to this?

	Pg.
	











	

	


	Pg. 
	












	
	



