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Period:______________
Under the Persimmon Tree

Analytical Writing Assignment – Group 1
Goal: Increase sophistication and fine-tune your analytical writing.

· Increase the sophistication of your analytical writing by using transitional words and phrases (see back of this sheet for suggestions). 

· Using sophisticated language and sentence structure 

· Selecting the best possible textual evidence and using thorough and clear analysis to connect textual evidence to your thesis statement.

Steps:

1. Select an essential question from the list below.

2. Review your annotations, organizers, and handouts (Socratic prep, catalyst sheet, etc.) to find details that help answer the key question.

a. List these details – with page numbers – as your initial brainstorm of ideas.

b. Review this list, and – based on the evidence – write a thesis statement.

3. Group your evidence into categories – try to find 3 different ideas that each support your TS.  For example, if answering the 1st essential question, you might group your information according to the people – with one paragraph focusing on each encounter and its impacts.

4. Structure your evidence into paragraphs – develop clear MIPs based on each category.   Each MIP must help prove the TS!

5. Next, review your evidence for each MIP.  Develop two SIPs that can help prove its MIP.

6. Fill in your organizer, with the evidence as the basis for the STEWEs.  

7. ANALYZE the evidence by breaking it down to determine meaning and importance, and connect it to the SIP.
8. Once your organizers are complete, draft your body paragraphs, being sure to LABEL each part.

9. Based on your MIPs and your TS, plan your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
10. Draft your introductory and concluding paragraphs.

11. Use the editing and revising process to increase sophistication.
12. Type final copy.
Thesis Statement: Write your thesis statement based on ONE of following essential questions

1. How is a person shaped by the people he/she encounters?
2. How do experiences in life impact who a person (character) becomes?
3. How does war / constant conflict affect the people that experience it?
4. How is symbolism used to illustrate the development of the characters?

5. Design your own topic – see me for approval – this can focus on any particular facet of the book that strikes you… you need to come to me with the thesis statement and a basic plan for approval.
	
	
	Transitional Words and Expressions: A sample list

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	To show chronological order:
	
	
	

	after
	
	
	finally
	
	
	next

	before
	
	first, second…
	
	now 

	eventually
	
	later
	
	
	presently

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	To show spatial order (location):
	
	
	

	above
	
	below
	
	
	in the distance

	across
	
	beyond
	
	
	near

	ahead
	
	here
	
	
	next to

	around
	
	inside
	
	
	outside

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expressions that link similar ideas:
	
	
	

	again
	
	
	for example
	
	likewise

	also
	
	
	furthermore
	
	moreover

	and
	
	
	in addition
	
	
	of course

	another
	
	besides
	
	
	similarly

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expressions that link contradictory ideas:
	
	

	although
	
	however
	
	
	on the contrary

	as if
	
	
	in spite of
	
	
	otherwise

	but 
	
	
	instead
	
	
	still

	even if
	
	nevertheless
	
	yet

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expressions that indicate cause, purpose, or result:
	

	as
	
	
	for 
	
	
	so 

	as a result of
	for this reason
	
	then

	because
	
	hence
	
	
	therefore

	consequently
	since
	
	
	thus
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Under the Persimmon Tree

Analytical Writing Assignment – Group 2
Goal: Write a full and complete analytical essay.

· Develop analytical writing skills by on selecting a THESIS STATEMENT below.

· Use the thesis statement to organize ideas

· Selecting textual evidence and using your analytical skills to connect the textual evidence to your thesis statement

· Fine tune introductory and concluding paragraphs

Steps:

1. Select a thesis statement from the list below.

2. Review your annotations, organizers, and handouts (Socratic prep, catalyst sheet, etc.) to find details that help support your thesis statement.

a. List these details – with page numbers – as your initial brainstorm of ideas.

3. Group your evidence into categories – try to find 3 different ideas that each support your TS.  Use the planner on the back of this sheet.

4. Structure your evidence into paragraphs – develop clear MIPs based on each category.   Each MIP must help prove the TS!  Remember,  to show that something affects a person, you need to prove what they were like BEFORE and AFTER – and connect the change to a catalyst.
5. Next, review your evidence for each MIP.  Develop two SIPs that can help prove its MIP.

6. Fill in your organizer, with the evidence as the basis for the STEWEs.  

7. ANALYZE the evidence by breaking it down to determine meaning and importance, and connect it to the SIP.
8. Once your organizers are complete, draft your body paragraphs, being sure to LABEL each part.

9. Based on your MIPs and your TS, plan your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
10. Draft your introductory and concluding paragraphs.

11. Use the editing and revising process to increase sophistication.
12. Type final copy.
Thesis Statement: Select one thesis statement.  Use your evidence to find three MAIN IDEAS that will prove your statement is true.  You should focus on one major character.
“As demonstrated in Under the Persimmon Tree,”
1. Experiences in life have a strong impact on shaping who a person becomes.

a. Each MIP should focus on one KEY EXPERIENCE which CHANGES the character.

2. Life in constant conflict has major impacts on the people who experience it.
a. Each MIP should focus on a key WAR event (a battle / encounter with military, a death caused by war, etc) that CHANGES the character.

3. People’s lives are shaped by those who are encountered along the way.
a. Each MIP should focus on a key PERSON who helps shape / CHANGE the character
Brief Evidence Overview / Planning Sheet:

My Thesis Statement: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Experience / War Event / Person: __________________________________________________________________

Overview – how does this affect the character? _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you KNOW?  (List key pages) ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Experience / War Event / Person: __________________________________________________________________

Overview – how does this affect the character? _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you KNOW?  (List key pages) ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key Experience / War Event / Person: __________________________________________________________________

Overview – how does this affect the character? _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do you KNOW?  (List key pages) ____________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Under the Persimmon Tree

Analytical Writing Assignment –  Group 3
Goal: Write 3 (or more) body paragraphs.

· Develop analytical writing skills by working on using a THESIS STATEMENT to organize ideas, selecting textual evidence and using your analytical skills to connect the textual evidence to your thesis statement.

Steps:

You will build your essay around the thesis statement and key ideas listed below.
1. Review your annotations, organizers, and handouts (Socratic prep, catalyst sheet, etc.) to find details that help support your thesis statement’s Key Ideas.  List them on the organizer on the back of this sheet.

2. Structure your evidence into paragraphs – develop clear MIPs based on each Key Idea.   Each MIP must help prove the TS!
3. Next, review your evidence for each MIP.  Develop two SIPs that can help prove its MIP.
4. Fill in your organizer, with the evidence as the basis for the STEWEs.  
5. ANALYZE the evidence by breaking it down to determine meaning and importance, and connect it to the SIP.
6. Once your organizers are complete, draft your body paragraphs, being sure to LABEL each part.
7. Based on your MIPs and your TS, plan your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
8. Draft your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
9. Use the editing and revising process to clarify your ideas and correct any grammatical errors.

10. Type final copy.

Thesis Statement:

Due to her experiences, Najmah changed in several ways throughout the novel.  
Key Ideas to Prove (in your body paragraphs):

She changed due to:

· the loss of her family, 
· her experiences as she became more independent (the journey over the mountain and to Peshawar)

· her encounter with Nusrat
Analytical Essay: Evidence Planning Sheet.

	Loss of Family
	Page:
	Summary of detail / importance – what it shows

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Journey 
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Nusrat
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


