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Science Fiction: What does it mean to be human?
Analytical Writing Assignment – Group 1
Goal: Increase sophistication and fine-tune your analytical writing.

· Increase the sophistication of your analytical writing by using transitional words and phrases (see back of this sheet for suggestions). 

· Using sophisticated language and sentence structure 

· Selecting the best possible textual evidence and using thorough and clear analysis to connect textual evidence to your thesis statement.

Steps:

1. Select an essential question from the list below.

2. Review your annotations, organizers, and handouts (Socratic prep, catalyst sheet, etc.) to find details that help answer the key question.

a. List these details – with page numbers – as your initial brainstorm of ideas.

b. Review this list, and – based on the evidence – write a thesis statement.

3. Group your evidence into categories – try to find 3 different ideas that each support your TS.
4. Structure your evidence into paragraphs – develop clear MIPs based on each category.   Each MIP must help prove the TS!

5. Next, review your evidence for each MIP.  Develop two SIPs that can help prove its MIP.

6. Fill in your organizer, with the evidence as the basis for the STEWEs.  

7. ANALYZE the evidence by breaking it down to determine meaning and importance, and connect it to the SIP.
8. Once your organizers are complete, draft your body paragraphs, being sure to LABEL each part.

9. Based on your MIPs and your TS, plan your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
10. Draft your introductory and concluding paragraphs.

11. Use the editing and revising process to increase sophistication.
12. Type final copy.
Thesis Statement: Write your thesis statement based on ONE of following essential topics.
1. What does it mean to be human?  Is humanity simply physical or is it something more?  In other words, are all “humans” really human?  Can something non-human prove that – in all important ways – it really is human?  Is humanity something a being is born with, or is it a product of our choices?  Can someone lose / gain humanity through their experiences and choices?
2. Many science fiction authors are concerned with the line between machines and living beings.  Where is this line crossed in your book?  Look for issues of genetic engineering, cloning, implants, or even machines meant to imitate either people or other life forms.  At what point do these new technologies stop imitating / improving living things, and start to turn living things into machines?  Is it possible to remain a fully functional human being in a world where machines play so much of a role, or do we give up part of what it means to be human?

3. Knowledge and memory are central to being a full human being.  The Giver and F451 explore worlds in which society tries to protect people from "too much" knowledge and from uncomfortable memories.  What happens to people who are placed under such controls?  How does limiting knowledge and memories affect the people?  What do the individuals GAIN through this, and what do they LOSE?  Look for characters who react differently to this – one who rejects / fights the world, and one who remains a part of it.  Which person is a “real” human being?  Is it possible to still be a human being when living in such a tightly controlled society?  
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Science Fiction: What does it mean to be human?
Analytical Writing Assignment – Group 2
Goal: Write a full and complete analytical essay.

· Develop analytical writing skills by on selecting a THESIS STATEMENT below.

· Use the thesis statement to organize ideas

· Selecting textual evidence and using your analytical skills to connect the textual evidence to your thesis statement

· Fine tune introductory and concluding paragraphs

Steps:

1. Select a thesis statement from the list below.

2. Review your annotations, organizers, and handouts (Socratic prep, catalyst sheet, etc.) to find details that help support your thesis statement.

a. List these details – with page numbers – as your initial brainstorm of ideas.

3. Group your evidence into categories – try to find 3 different ideas that each support your TS.  Use the planner on the back of this sheet.

4. Structure your evidence into paragraphs – develop clear MIPs based on each category.   Each MIP must help prove the TS!

5. Next, review your evidence for each MIP.  Develop two SIPs that can help prove its MIP.

6. Fill in your organizer, with the evidence as the basis for the STEWEs.  

7. ANALYZE the evidence by breaking it down to determine meaning and importance, and connect it to the SIP.
8. Once your organizers are complete, draft your body paragraphs, being sure to LABEL each part.

9. Based on your MIPs and your TS, plan your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
10. Draft your introductory and concluding paragraphs.

11. Use the editing and revising process to increase sophistication.
12. Type final copy.
Thesis Statement: Select one key question.  Based on this, develop a clear thesis statement.
1. Is there more to being human than just DNA?  Can someone who lacks human traits – through their experiences – become more human?
a. Your 3 paragraphs should track specific traits, and how they change, and what causes them to change.  
2. We love technology, but can there be too much of a good thing?  Can our own inventions actually hurt our humanity?
a. Each paragraph should focus on ways specific pieces of technology hurt / destroy human traits.  An effective way of doing this is to show 1 trait per paragraph, and focus on 1-2 pieces of technology that harm that trait.
3. What can cause someone to reject their society?  Can a person who agrees with the way his society works learn to reject it – and even try to change / destroy it?

a. Each paragraph should track this change – first, prove the character accepts the way things are, then show that experiences lead him to question it, and that – ultimately  - some critical experiences cause him to reject and act against his society.

A graphic organizer for either choice will be available – just ask!
Evidence Planning Sheet: option 1
My Thesis Statement: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

MIP 1:  Focus on 2 traits the character lacks: __________________________________________________________________

Trait 1: 2 examples / proof it is missing_________ _________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Trait 2: 2 examples / proof it is missing __________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MIP 2:  Key Catalysts that provoke change: __________________________________________________________________

Trait 1 – experience that starts change__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Trait 2 – experience that starts change__________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MIP 3:  Final Transformation of traits: __________________________________________________________________

Trait 1 – experience where totally changed_____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Trait 1 – experience where totally changed_____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Under the Persimmon Tree

Analytical Writing Assignment –  Group 3
Goal: Write 3 (or more) body paragraphs.

· Develop analytical writing skills by working on using a THESIS STATEMENT to organize ideas, selecting textual evidence and using your analytical skills to connect the textual evidence to your thesis statement.

Steps:

You will build your essay around the thesis statement and key ideas listed below.
1. Review your annotations, organizers, and handouts (Socratic prep, catalyst sheet, etc.) to find details that help support your thesis statement’s Key Ideas.  List them on the organizer on the back of this sheet.

2. Structure your evidence into paragraphs – develop clear MIPs based on each Key Idea.   Each MIP must help prove the TS!
3. Next, review your evidence for each MIP.  Develop two SIPs that can help prove its MIP.
4. Fill in your organizer, with the evidence as the basis for the STEWEs.  
5. ANALYZE the evidence by breaking it down to determine meaning and importance, and connect it to the SIP.
6. Once your organizers are complete, draft your body paragraphs, being sure to LABEL each part.
7. Based on your MIPs and your TS, plan your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
8. Draft your introductory and concluding paragraphs.
9. Use the editing and revising process to clarify your ideas and correct any grammatical errors.

10. Type final copy.

Thesis Statement:

Due to his experiences, Jonas goes from someone who accepts his society to a person who rejects it.
Key Ideas to Prove (in your body paragraphs):

Jonas:
· Believes in his society and accepts its rules at the start of the book
· Has experiences that make him question his society
· Has experiences that make him totally reject his society and want to change it
Analytical Essay: Evidence Planning Sheet.
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	Sees he does not like his society / wants to change it.
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


