Science Fiction Unit: “What does it mean to be human?”

Dear Caregiver,

In ELA class, we are beginning our new unit, in which we explore what it means to be human, and ways in which a character can change – become more human – based on his/her choices and experiences.  As part of differentiating this unit, some students are being offered more challenging reading assignments.  These books, Fahrenheit 451  and Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, deal with the same overarching themes, but do so in more sophisticated ways.  As the work will be more challenging and the reading material itself is more complex and mature, I ask that you sign off on the permission form below.  Please do not hesitate to email me if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Derek P

Brief Synopsis of Each Novel:
**Fahrenheit 451 By Ray Bradbury
In Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury's classic, frightening vision of the future, firemen don't put out fires--they start them in order to burn books. Bradbury's vividly painted society holds up the appearance of happiness as the highest goal--a place where trivial information is good, and knowledge and ideas are bad. Fire Captain Beatty explains it this way, "Give the people contests they win by remembering the words to more popular songs.... Don't give them slippery stuff like philosophy or sociology to tie things up with. That way lies melancholy." 

Guy Montag is a book-burning fireman undergoing a crisis of faith. His wife spends all day with her television "family," imploring Montag to work harder so that they can afford a fourth TV wall. Their dull, empty life sharply contrasts with that of his next-door neighbor Clarisse, a young girl thrilled by the ideas in books, and more interested in what she can see in the world around her than in the mindless chatter of the tube. When Clarisse disappears mysteriously, Montag is moved to make some changes, and starts hiding books in his home. Eventually, his wife turns him in, and he must answer the call to burn his secret cache of books. After fleeing to avoid arrest, Montag winds up joining an outlaw band of scholars who keep the contents of books in their heads, waiting for the time society will once again need the wisdom of literature.
**Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? By Philip K. Dick:

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? was published in 1968 and made into the classic film “Blade Runner.” Grim and foreboding, even today it is a masterpiece ahead of its time. By 2021, the World War had killed millions, driving entire species into extinction and sending mankind off-planet. Those who remained coveted any living creature, and for people who couldn't afford one, companies built incredibly realistic simulacrae: horses, birds, cats, sheep. . .  They even built humans. Emigrees to Mars received androids so sophisticated it was impossible to tell them from true men or women. Fearful of the havoc these artificial humans could wreak, the government banned them from Earth. But when androids didn't want to be identified, they just blended in.  Rick Deckard was an officially sanctioned bounty hunter whose job was to find rogue androids, and to retire them. But cornered, androids tended to fight back, with deadly results.  Ultimately, Rick Deckard must confront his own humanity as he works to “retire” those society considers non-human.

Advanced Novel Permission Slip

“I give my son / daughter _____________________ permission to read one of the more advanced books.

I understand that this novel may contain advanced vocabulary, more complex plots, and / or mature themes.”

                                                                    ____________________________

                                                                       Parent Signature

