Name:_____________________________________

Per:______

Under the Persimmon Tree: Preliminary Background Research
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DIRECTIONS:  Gather information for your assigned topic.  Find and read an article (from a database, an article linked on the team’s webpage, or search the web / print sources) that focuses on your topic.  Once you have it, respond to the questions below:
	Bibliographic Citation:



	Summary of Article:

	


1. Statement of Author’s Purpose:  Why did the author write the article, news story or interview?  Is it informative or persuasive?  How do you know?
2. Key pieces of Textual Evidence from the article - choose at least FOUR and explain why they are important to understanding your assigned topic.  

	Evidence / Quote
	Importance

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


3.  Now, based on this information, prepare a short (3 minute) presentation for your group, introducing them to your topic.  Presentation will be on Tuesday, Feb. 8th
Name:___________________________






Per:______

Preliminary Research Rubric

	Information Gathering and evaluating

Understands and applies research skills
	Response insightfully demonstrates ability to select key details: all details are relevant and thorough in support of the central question. Topic is richly developed.  
	Response clearly demonstrates the ability to select important details:  all details are relevant in support of the central question. Topic is clearly developed.
	Response demonstrates a limited ability to select important details; details provide minimal support for central question. Limited topic development.
	Response does not demonstrate ability to select details, or gather sufficient relevant information. There is little to no topic development.  

	Documentation

Understands and applies research skills
	Bibliography entry is documented using MLA format with no errors.  Excellent.
	Bibliography entry may have one minor error in formatting, but is accurate overall.


	Bibliography entry has errors that detract from accuracy of entry.
	Bibliography entry is not formatted according to MLA.


Research Topics:

In your group, decide who will research which topic.  You each must research a different one.

Topic 1:  Life of a Villager

Your goal is to give your peers a brief overview of Afghanistan, and what it would be like to travel and live there.  Remember, this is not an in-depth report.  You want to give your peers a feel for what this region is like.

Key question: What would it be like to live in a small farm village in Afghanistan?

Topic 2: American Involvement

Your goal is to give your peers a brief overview of America’s current involvement in Afghanistan.  Remember, this is not an in-depth report.  You want to give your peers a basic understanding of the war and America’s reason for being involved.

Key question: Why is America involved in Afghanistan?

Topic 3: History and the Mujahidin

Your goal is to give your peers a brief overview of Afghanistan recent, troubled past – specifically the local fighters who defended Afghanistan from invaders.  Remember, this is not an in-depth report.  You want to give your peers a feel for who these people are, and why they fought.

Key question: Who are the mujahedin, and what role have they played in Afghanistan?

_______________________________________________________________________

Topic 4: The Taliban

Your goal is to give your peers a brief overview of the Taliban, and the role this group plays in Afghanistan.  Remember, this is not an in-depth report.  You want to give your peers a feel for what this group is like is like.

Key questions: Who are the Taliban, and what do they believe?  Why did the United States go to war with them in 2001?

_______________________________________________________________________

Topic 5: Refugees

Your goal is to give your peers a brief overview of refugees from Afghanistan.   Remember, this is not an in-depth report.  You want to give your peers a feel for what this life is like is like.

Key Question: Why do Afghanis become refugees?  What is a refugee’s life like?

