Free Read Assignment 
Assignment Summary: over the course of the year, you will be reading three books from different genres.  For each book, you will create a finished product to demonstrate your understanding of the literature.  For some genres, there will be a specific, assigned product that you will create.  For others, you may choose from a short list of finished products.  You will read one book and turn in one product during each trimester.

Purpose: Many studies have shown that people benefit from reading more.  Reading helps you expand your vocabulary, develop your imagination, and improve both reading and writing skills.  So, the goal here is quite simply to get you to read more.  Of course, in order to show that you are completing the reading, you will need to turn in some sort of assignment.  

Procedure:  

· At the start of each new trimester, you will choose one genre from which to read.  You do not have to go in any particular order – you may start, for instance, with a mystery and end they year with an artist’s biography.

· Once you choose your genre, select a book.  You may obtain one from the school library, my classroom library, home, the Internet, or a local bookseller.  Make sure to choose one that is appropriate for your reading ability – be able to finish it and complete the assignment before the semester ends!  I expect honors candidates to choose books that demonstrate strong reading skills and an interest in reading.

· Fill out your Free Read selection sheet and get it approved by me.

· Review that finished product assignment for your selection (choose one, if there is no specific one assigned for that genre).

· Read your book for roughly 20 minutes a day.  Be sure to take notes when necessary, especially with regards to information needed for your assignment!

· Bring your free read book to classes daily 

· Create the finished product and turn it in BY the due date. 
Genre Choices:

You will read one book from each of the following selections over the course of the year.  Please note that one genre, Science Fiction, is set – it MUST be read as your third selection.  Here are the genre choices:

· Artist’s Biography: You will read the biography of one famous VISUAL artist.  This may be a painter or sculptor.  For this selection, you will produce an Artist’s Scrapbook (see the assignment sheet).

· How-to-Book.  For this selection, you will read a book designed to teach you a specific skill or technique (How-to build model airplanes, or how to speed-read, for example).  For this selection, you will actually follow the instructions and learn how to do the skill.  You will then report on your success (see the assignment sheet)

· Science Fiction: For this selection, you will read a book dealing with the future, or a “what-if” scenario.  You may choose a final product from the list below.

· Mystery: You will read a classic who-done-it, like Agatha Christie’s murder mysteries, for this selection.  You may choose a final product from the list below.

· Fantasy: This is the realm of dragons and elves – Tolkein, McCaffrey, and friends.  Choose one, and then choose a final product from the list.

· “other” – if you have a book that you would love to read, simply bring it in or show it to me online for me to ok it.

Final Product Options:

For detailed instructions, see the attached sheets.  Here is a brief summary:

· First off, as I said at the beginning, the goal here is to read more.  So, if you do not wish to commit to a creative project or larger assessment, you can simply write a book review.  For this, you will give a recommendation either for or against your book, and support your opinion using details from the book.  See the attached sheet.

***Note: if you are planning to apply for honors, you should EITHER complete more complex assignments (from the list below) OR read MORE books over the course of the year.***

· Reader Journal.  Write four journal entries to reflect your understanding of the book.  You should answer 1 question for the first third of the book, two for the second, and one for the last third.  Each answer should be a well-written paragraph.  Choose your questions from the list provided, and use each question only once.  You MUST answer the questions in BOLD.

· Oscar Nominations.  You are on the selection committee for the upcoming Literary Oscars.  You must create FOUR nominations for your book.  Choose FOUR categories from the list provided, and write a well-detailed paragraph (or two) explaining your selection for each one.  Your responses must demonstrate knowledge from the beginning, middle, and end of the book.

· Character Diary.  You are to assume the identity of a major character and write first-person journal entries that express your reaction to the events of the novel.  You will write at least four journal entries, covering the beginning, middle, and end of the book.  Choose your entry topics from the list provided.

· Storyboard.  You will create a storyboard that highlights five major scenes from the novel, covering the exposition,  rising action, the climax, the falling action, and the resolution.  See the instruction sheet for specific details on this assignment.

· Reporter Interviews.  You are a reporter sent to cover the action of the story.  Conduct four interviews with characters – at least one from each third of the book.  See the instruction sheet for specific details.
Book Review
Assignment Summary:  You are writing a book review for an Internet web sight that features books and novels for young adults.  You must detail the plot of the book, it’s major characters and themes and messages in the review.  You must also rate the book or novel for the visitors to this web sight.  Your rating must use specific details from the book to support your opinion. ***This is  PERSUASIVE WRITING.  You need to state your opinion in the introduction, then use the details from the book to SUPPORT your opinion in the body paragraph(s).   EACH BODY PARAGRAPH’S MIP MUST SUPPORT YOUR OPINION STATEMENT.

Purpose:  The book review should highlight important elements of the book and say if it is good or not using textual evidence.

Point of View: You are writing from the point of view of yourself

Audience:  Other young adults will be the primary audience, however teachers and parents will also be reading this review.

Form: A review, as would appear in a magazine, journal, or webpage.

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Review highlights and explains five major events, characters, places or details from the book. These should be underlined. 

2. The book is effectively recommended or not recommended by supporting with specific examples from the text as support. 

3. Mechanics – proofread, and typed, good spelling & grammar

Procedures:

1. Take a position. You will recommend or not recommend this book.

2. Brainstorm five details from the book that will support your position.

Think about:  Plot development - the opening, the ending

Character development – Were they believable, how did you react to them?

Messages or insights – Were they important? Were they clear?

Your own personal reaction – Were you interested in what was going on? Why? Organize your thoughts and information into a web or outline that gives the main idea of each paragraph. Remember opening and concluding paragraphs. 

3. Write a rough draft. Have a parent or teacher read it for you. 

4. Write a final draft. Underline the five important details or events from the novel. 

OPTION 1:  Reader Journal

Write four journal entries reflecting on what you have read at different stages of the book.  You MUST answer the questions in bold.

1.  Choose 2 quotes. For each quote write a short paragraph that explains why you chose it. What does the passage mean to you and to your interpretation of the story? Make sure you also cite the page number where you found your quote.

2. Interview one of the characters at this point in the story.  Write five questions that you have for him / her and write answers that you feel would be appropriate.

3. Describe the main conflict in the story. Explain the conflict, who is involved, and how it is resolved.  Be sure to IDENTIFY the TYPE of conflict.
4. A hero/heroine is a character that shows great courage in the face of difficulty and is admired for achievement and noble qualities. Examples are Charlotte in Charlotte’s Web and Luke Skywalker in Star Wars. What does the protagonist (main character) in your book do that is heroic? Name the specific action and then use your commentary to support how the action is courageous or heroic. Always document chapter, page, and paragraph number.

5. How does the point of view help shape the story? Identify the point of view (first person, etc.).  Next, what would happen if a the story was told from ANOTHER point of view? Select a passage (a paragraph or two) and tell it from a different point of view.  Explain how it changes the story what do we learn / not learn in this new point of view?  Quote the original and your rewrite!

6. Focus on characterization.  Identify and describe three ways in which the main character is characterized.  What traits in the main character interest you, and can you identify with any of them?

7. The conflicts in a story cause a change in the main characters that are involved.  Compare / contrast a character from the beginning of the book to the end.  How has the character changed, and does this change affect how you view him / her?
8. What role does the SETTING play in the story?  How would a change in the setting change the story itself?

9. What is the author's central message (theme) in this story?  Explain.

10. Choose one scene of dialogue in the story.  Identify the speakers, and explain (1) the significance of the dialogue (2) what it reveals about the characters / story.

FCAs: 

1. Response:  Response answers each part of the writing prompt; thoughtful, with a high level of analysis.

2. Textual Details: Use of specific quotes and details from the scenes to support your points; level of analysis used in your answer.

3. Grammar / Mechanics: Solid spelling, grammar, and vocabulary.

Option 2: Oscar Nominations.

Assignment Summary: You are on the selection committee for the upcoming Literary Oscars.  You must create FOUR nominations for your book.  Choose FOUR categories from the list provided, and write a well-detailed paragraph explaining your selection for each one.  Your responses must demonstrate knowledge from the beginning, middle, and end of the book.

Purpose: To demonstrate your knowledge of the book through in-depth examination of specific parts of your text.

Point of View: You are a literary critic writing nominations to a committee who will vote for award winners within your text.

Audience: The committee.  For the purposes of this exercise, assume they are not familiar with your book.

Form: Each nomination should contain a title, followed by 1-2 detailed paragraphs explaining your selection.

Nomination Categories:  

· Best Supporting Character: Who was the most outstanding supporting character in this novel?  You need to choose someone who was critical to the action in the book.  Think carefully about how the character is explained, described, and developed.  This CANNOT be the MAIN character!  Explain the character’s role, how she / he is important to the main character’s development and to the main conflict.

· Best descriptive passage (50 words or less).  What is the most outstanding descriptive passage in this work?  What kind of detail does it use?  Why is this description important in the book?  What do you learn from it?  How does it make you feel?  Be very clear about what makes this passage outstanding for you.

· Most critical scene.  Find the scene which you feel is the most important to the main conflict in the book.  Explain what makes this scene critical, and its impacts.  What are the scene’s impacts?

· Outstanding dialogue.  Choose a portion of dialogue (up to 15 lines) that you feel is particularly memorable.  Quote it.  What do we learn about the characters from these lines?  What do we learn about the conflict?  What makes this dialogue stand out?

· Most Important Message.  Is there a central theme to this book?  What one lesson or message does the author leave you, at the end of the book?  Be sure to use supporting details from the text!

· Best Location / Scene:  What location in the novel is most vivid to you?  Which one plays the biggest role in the plot, or holds a critical piece of information?  Choose your own criteria for “best scene” and explain which scene best fits your criteria.  Be sure to connect the scene to the main storyline.

Option 3: Character Diary

Assignment Summary: You will assume the role of the main character in your book.  You will create four journal entries covering from the beginning to the end of the book.  Each entry will be in the first person, and will contain your reaction (as the main character) to the people and events of the story.  **You may not do this option for a book in the FIRST PERSON**

Purpose: To demonstrate your understanding of the book through a first-person analysis of the text.

Point of View: First Person.  You ARE the character, and know what she/he knows at each point of the book.

Audience: While this is a personal journal, you are writing for someone unfamiliar with the action of the novel.

Form: Four journal entries, each focusing on a key scene.  Entries should be dated when appropriate.  Final product should look like a journal.

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Details.  Each scene is well chosen, with a solid description of characters, the action, and its importance to the main character.  

2. Point of view: scenes are in the first person, with appropriate responses from the character.  Reflects character’s knowledge and personality at each stage of the book.

3. Critical Areas.  Entries reflect thoughtful responses to each of the critical areas listed below.

4. Mechanics: solid grammar and mechanics, throughout.

Critical Areas:

Your entries must meet the following requirements:

1. Include scenes from the beginning, middle, and end of the book.

2. Discuss the MAIN CONFLICT and one MINOR conflict somewhere in the 4 entries.  Underline and LABEL / IDENTIFY THE TYPE of each one.  Explain how each is resolved.

3. Include your character’s reaction to at least two other characters in the book.  Indicate these with an (R) after each one.

4. Include your character’s assessment of how she / he has changed by the end of the book.  How have the events changed her/him; what has she/he learned?

Option 4: Storyboard

Assignment Summary – You will create a storyboard that highlights the five most significant events or details of the book or novel.  A storyboard is typically poster size and includes both pictures and explanations for each important event.  This storyboard will also include a symbol or quote representing a message or theme of the book.  Please DO NOT choose this option if you cannot draw!  Your drawing MUST show something!

Purpose:  The storyboard will illustrate and explain seven important events and tell why they are important to the book or novel.

Point of View: N/A

Audience:  Those who have not read the book will be the primary audience.

Form:  A poster size storyboard with five major events and one theme. 

Focus Correction Areas: 

1. Artwork & Quotes.  Storyboard highlights five major events/details with pictures, and a key quote for each scene – the quote should catch the essence of why that scene is critical to the plot’s / main character’s development.

2. Explanations & literary elements: in your paragraph descriptions, you identify the title & author, characters, the major conflict(s), and the setting,.  CLEARLY EXPLAIN & ANALYZE why each scene is important – how is it (and the quote) connected to the conflict(s) – explain what makes the scene part of the exposition, the rising action, the climax, the falling action, or the resolution.  Be sure to identify the TYPE of conflict!

3. Presentation – Color, Neatness, spelling & grammar

Procedures:  

1. Brainstorm a list of the most important events or details from the book/novel.  

2. Choose five that will be featured on the storyboard.

3. Write a rough copy of each blurb and sketch out preliminary illustrations.

4. Do a layout of the poster based on the above. Remember to include the title and author of the book as well as the theme.   

5. Do final copies of illustrations and copy. Be creative.

6. Place pictures and blurbs with theme onto poster. 

Option 5: Reporter Interviews

You are a reporter, sent to cover the events of the story.  

Write at least four interviews that you conduct with the characters from the novel; one or two from the beginning, one or two from the middle, and one or two from the end.  Your interviews must:

(1) Involve three different characters (each interview focuses on ONE character)

(2) Each contain at least six questions

(3) Ask characters about other characters in the story (their impressions, etc.)

(4) Ask characters about at least two types of conflicts found within the story.  LABEL each one in parenthesis after it.

(5) Your first and last interviews must be with the same character, and your answers must show how the character has changed in the story (this can be done by repeating some of the same questions in both interviews, and having the character answer differently, based on his / her experiences).

(6) Each response must be from the character's point of view.

(7) Each response must be at least three sentences long.

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Questions: Questions are thoughtful, appropriate, and focus on issues that are important to the story.  Each interview contains the required eight questions.

2. Responses: Character responses contain specific details that reflect a solid understanding of the book.  Answers also reflect what that character knows at that point in the story.

3. Voice: Response SOUNDS like the character, and overall presentation has the look and feel of a real interview.

***Note: This is a VERY challenging option – it takes a lot of creativity, and good fiction writing skills to sound like the characters!***

Option 6: Board Game
Assignment Summary:  You will create a board game of your own design, which conveys the major events or details from your book / novel.  The game itself should follow the theme of the book in its title, it’s rules, and it’s pieces.  Moves or points on the game should represent the importance of events or details.  

Purpose:  You are conveying important events and details of your book as well as the theme or overall idea of the book using the boardgame.

Point of View: N/A

Audience:  Fellow students who will play the game

Form: Board Game

Focus Correction Areas: 

1. Board game must include key quotes from five major events/details from novel or book.  Underline these details/events.  Be sure to explain their importance either in the game itself or in your rulebook.

2. Your board must identify key literary aspects: the setting, main conflict TYPE, 4 characters, and 4 scenes (locations) from the book.

3. Presentation – Color, Neatness, Logic of Game, creative name

Procedures:

1. Brainstorm a list of at least 14 important events or details from the book/novel.

2. Choose seven of the most important events to include in the game.

3. Decide what the theme of the game will be.

4. Design and construct the game being sure that the events are points or “moves” in the game and the actions of the game convey the importance of that event. 

5. Do a test run to make sure that the game is logical.

Some Tips / Ideas:

· Game pieces can reflect certain characters, or the main character.

· Movement on the board should be towards the character’s goal / lesson

· Be creative!  You can model your board on a real game, or come up with one totally of your own.

· Create a list of POSITIVE and NEGATIVE events – these will make good places on the board.

· Test the game with a friend when you’re done – see if it works!

Option 7: Artist's Scrapbook

Assignment Summary:  For the Artist Biography free read, you will create a scrapbook that demonstrates your understanding of the artist.  It will contain several elements, as follows:

· Scrapbook cover, including: artist name, the names of two key works created by the artist, and decorative elements that reflect your artist's personality / work.

· Next, complete the following five items

· Timeline: a timeline that includes ten personal, critical events from her / his life.  These can include birth / death, marriage(s), birth of children, awards, when major works were completed, etc.

· Souvenirs and Mementos: Draw, create, or find at least six souvenirs that the artist would have put into the scrapbook.  These should reflect events in the artist's life.  Include a short (2-5 sentences) explanation with each item.

· Diary Entry: Write a diary entry from the artist's point of view (first person) in which she / he reflects on a critical event in her / his life.  This should be 1-3 paragraphs.

· Reproduction of the Artist's work: Choose one of the artist's major works and reproduce it so it looks as much like the original as possible.  You should create this yourself, but you can use "found" elements in it, such as clip art.  Provide an explanation of the piece you chose to reproduce, and include this explanation on the page opposite the reproduction.

· Responses to Artwork: Show four people OF DIFFERENT AGES (each must be a minimum of 8 years apart) an image of the piece you chose to reproduce (show the ORIGINAL, not your version).  Ask each person about their impressions of the piece.  How does it make them feel?  What do they think about the piece?  Type up their responses (each should be 2-5 sentences) and identify each person and her / his age.

Purpose: To help you gain a deeper understanding of your artist through creatively connecting with her / him.

Point of View: For parts of this, you are in the first person.  If you wish to remain in the first person throughout, you may.  Otherwise, you may use your own voice in all parts except the diary.

Audience: Assume your audience is not familiar with your artist.

Form: A scrapbook

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Details and Explanations: Each section demonstrates a high level of understanding, using strong, specific details from the person's life.

2. Artwork: cover, souvenirs and mementos, and reproduction show a strong effort, with evidence of a thoughtful, thorough approach.  Overall product is neat, and organized.
3. Grammar & Mechanics: Grammar, spelling, and format are appropriate and well done.
Option 8: How To – How'd You Do?

Assignment Summary:  For this book, you will actually follow the steps in a how-to book in order to learn a new skill or further develop an interest you already have.  As you do this, you will keep a journal of your efforts.  When you finish the book, the journal – typed, and formatted, will be handed in for a grade.  In this journal, you must include:

· An explanation about your choice.  Why did you choose this how-to topic?  Why does it interest you?

· What do you expect to gain from this book?  How well do you expect your efforts to go – will this be easy or difficult, and why?

· A detailed log of your efforts to complete the task.  Each time you try to apply the book's directions, record (1) your reaction as you try it – how do you feel about it?  And (2) what happens.  How successful are you?  If you do not succeed at first on any given step, why?  What happened?  Was it something you did, or was there something unclear in the directions?  Be sure to give the date and time for each entry.

· Once you complete the task, describe your reaction to this.  How do you feel about your accomplishment?  If you did not succeed in the end, why?  What would you need in order to complete it?

· Include a picture of what you created, or some representation of what you did.

· Next, assess the book and the instructions it gave.  How clear was the book overall?  Did it do what it said it would do?  Would you recommend it to others?  Explain.

Purpose: To learn a new skill through the careful following of instructions in a book, and reflect on your own learning process.

Point of View: First Person – You!

Audience: the teacher (and potentially the class)

Form: A typed journal

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Thoroughness of response.  Did you answer each section, and each question?  Is each entry dated / timed with reflections from before, during, and after the attempt?

2. Details: Did you include strong, specific details in each section, clearly mapping out the steps you took in order to learn this skill, and any difficulties you had along the way?  Is your response thoughtful and complete?

3. Grammar / Mechanics: Is your response typed, grammatically correct, and spelled properly?  Did you proofread?

Name:_______________________





Period:________

Independent Read Personal Signup Sheet

Use this sheet to record your choices for each free read assignment.  When you decide which genre you will read for your selection, write "1" in the appropriate "Bk No." slot.  Next, write your title in the appropriate slot.  I will then initial the "OK" slot, and you may then choose a product option.  Remember: each option can only be used once.  This sheet will be kept on file in your Collins Folder.
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Option 7: Character Scrapbook

Assignment Summary:  You will create a scrapbook that demonstrates your understanding of the main character and the story.  It will contain several elements, as follows:

· Scrapbook cover, including: character name, book title, and decorative elements that reflect your character's personality / story.

· Next, complete the following five items

· Timeline: a timeline that includes six personal, critical events from her / his life (as depicted within the book).  These should be things that had an impact on him / her, and potentially changed your character.

· Souvenirs and Mementos: Draw, create, or find at least four souvenirs that the character would have put into the scrapbook.  These should reflect events in the character's life.  Include a quotation and short (2-5 sentences) explanation with each item.

· Key People:  Draw, create, or find items / images to represent three characters that had a significant impact on his/her development.  Include a quotation and short (2-5 sentences) explanation with each person.

· Key Places:  Draw, create, or find items / images to represent three important places that hold meaning for your character.  Include a quotation and short (2-5 sentences) explanation of each location.
· Diary Entry: Write a diary entry from the character's point of view (first person) in which she / he reflects on a critical event in her / his life.  This should be 1-3 paragraphs.

Purpose: To help you gain a deeper understanding of your character through creatively connecting with her / him.

Point of View: For parts of this, you are in the first person.  If you wish to remain in the first person throughout, you may.  Otherwise, you may use your own voice in all parts except the diary.

Audience: Assume your audience is not familiar with your character.

Form: A scrapbook

Focus Correction Areas:

1. Details and Explanations: Each section demonstrates a high level of understanding, using strong, specific details from the person's life.

2. Artwork: cover, souvenirs and mementos, and reproduction show a strong effort, with evidence of a thoughtful, thorough approach.  Overall product is neat, and organized.
3. Grammar & Mechanics: Grammar, spelling, and format are appropriate and well done.
