Name:__________________					          		Per:___
Medieval Research Paper 



Packet Contents
Have each section in order, clipped separately, and labeled in your folder.
Section I: Instruction Materials
· Feudal World of William the Conqueror (instruction packet)
· Kings of England / Manor sheet (from social studies)
· Research Tips / FAQ*
· 2 Source Handouts – Media Center – Type of Books, Database Searching
· Writing a Paper: How to Organize Your Ideas*
· Bibliography MLA Format Packet* and Sample Works Cited Page*
· Parenthetical Documentation Help Sheet*
· Board Notes – Critical Checks
Section II: Source Materials – in numeric order
· Source Notes not used in paper (clipped separately)
· Source Notes used in paper (clipped or stapled together, details labeled)
· Any social studies handouts that helped you w/ the paper (list them below)
· _______________   ________________________   ________________
Section III: Organizational Steps
· Organizational Steps Rubric – filled out.
· Bibliography / Parenthetical check sheet – filled out.
· Board Notes: Paper Flow  & Basic Logic
· Organized Notes: either printed one from the packet or your own, by sections and with source information, details LABELED.
· Suggested Paper Outline handout
· Outline for the entire paper (check each section): ___  part 1         ____ part 2 ____ part 3  ____ part 4 
· Labeled bibliography – with source numbers, and words highlighted
Section 4: Final Product
· Full Research Paper, all SIPs underlined unless told otherwise, vocab words highlighted / bolded ONCE, with bibliography on a separate sheet.
· ELA Rubric – self assessed
**If you lose any item, it is your responsibility to replace it**
Other items not listed:



Note: items with a * should be kept for high school, along with the information sheets from the media center!


Name:_______________________							Per:_____
Research Self-Assessment
Please attach this sheet to the inside of your research folder
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]During the Medieval unit, you have the opportunity to complete a lot of independent research in class and at home.  As you know, this work is a part of your grade – quite literally, the quality of your work will affect your final product.  Each day, please think about the work you did in school, and the work you did at home.  Rate each statement below on a 1-4, with 4 = excellent, 3 = good, 2 = fair, 1 = Poor, and 0 = Incomplete.
Category                              Score (circle one)              Comment / Explanation
	Best Effort:
	Score:
	

	Started work quickly and without prompting in class
	
4   3   2   1   0
	

	Stayed focused on task, did not hold side conversations or need to be redirected.
	
4   3   2   1   0
	

	Took notes from all sources and did not photocopy / print sources without permission
	
4   3   2   1   0
	

	Effective Prep / Org:
	Score:
	

	Kept all materials organized, and in order.
	
4   3   2   1   0
	

	Brought materials to class each day.
	
4   3   2   1   0
	

	Research focused on key topic requirements – no irrelevant info!
	
4   3   2   1   0

	


	Took notes in the right format – with bibl. info up top, page #s for each detail, and sources numbered.
	
4   3   2   1   0
	

	Followed organizational steps as directed in class
	4   3   2   1   0
	

	Borrowed books to use at home for research, and returned them on time.
	
4   3   2   1   0

	

	Homework Compl / Quality:
	Score:
	

	Each night, I completed assigned tasks / research
	
4   3   2   1   0

	



*Overall, what grade would you give yourself in each category, and why?
	
Effort Score:
	
Prep & Org Score:
	
Homework Score:

	Why:


	Why:
	Why:




Research Tips / FAQ

1. OK, there’s a lot of stuff required in this paper – where do I start?
a. First thing to do is to narrow down what you’re looking for.  Start with one part of a topic – we recommend you begin with the basics of feudalism, and get a good definition of it.  Then, move into some specific sections, the levels in the pyramid – what a lord gets / owes.  As you look for information on your topic, here are some great starting points:
i. Research packets: We have assembled a number of GREAT sources that cover a wide range of sections for the paper.  You can use one of these packets during class, and even sign one out from us at the end of the day.  There are at least six different sources right inside the packet!
ii. Our webpage.  Go to 8gold.org and click on the medieval link on Mr. P’s page.  We have spent HOURS gathering top sites for you – don’t waste your time on Google! 
iii. The key is to stay organized.  Use the folder, check items off when you’re done with them, and label all the information you gather.  This is CRITICAL!

2. Can I sign out materials to use at home?
a. Yes, but there are a few rules you must follow.  First, all the library books are signed out under Mr. Dunn and Mr. P, and the other materials are OWNED by us.  So, being able to take these home is a privilege, not a right.  You can sign material out, following these guidelines:
i. Only one item may be signed out per night.
ii. If the item you want is signed out, you may reserve a copy one day ahead.
iii. You can only sign out an item at the end of the day – during homeroom – not during classes (kids need them during the day, and it’s not fair if 1st period always gets dibs!)
iv. ALL ITEMS must be returned by the end of homeroom the following day.  They need to be signed back in when a teacher is present to confirm you have returned them.  Late returns will result in loss of borrowing privileges!

3. How can I find out who created a webpage, or when it was updated?
a. There are a few things you can do.
i. Scroll to the bottom of the page.  Look for a © symbol, or simply “copyright” or even – more basic – “created by.”  It may be a person or a company.
ii. Look for a link to email the author.  If all else fails, use the email address as the author’s name.
iii. Look for a link that says “about this page.”
iv. Often, there is a spot at the bottom that says “last updated on…”
v. If all else fails for the update, use the copyright date.

4. I went to a big website that has a lot of links.  Do I record the big website as my source?
a. Only if that page itself is where your actual information is.  As a general rule, each time you click a link, you are going somewhere else.  You need to make sure you write down the information for the EXACT PAGE where you got it.  **Remember, when your reader types in the URL you list in your bibliography, it should take them to EXACTLY where you got the information!


5. I am searching a big online article for information.  Is there a fast way to skim for what I need?
a. First off, use the skills we learned at the start of the year to preview information: read those headings and first sentences to preview the paragraphs and decide if they fit your topic.
b. Second, use the “find” or “find in this page” option in your web browser, and enter a key word – this will bring you to a likely location in the document.  It may take several different words to before you find anything, so brainstorm a list of key words first!


6. How do I find information about some topic in a book?
a. Here are a few important steps:
i. As above, come up with a list of key words that you are looking for.  For example, if you are looking for feudalism, you should also try manor, medieval manor, lord, serf, etc.
ii. Check the index in the back of the book for your key terms.  When you look up a word there, keep an eye out for other related terms – it may say “see also…” – write those words down!  They will help you as you search other books and webpages.
iii. Check the book’s table of contents for sections that may relate to your topic.
iv. BE PATIENT.  Topics won’t jump out at you.  It takes time and diligence to find what you are looking for.

7. How do I know if a webpage has accurate information?
a. This is a tough issue.  Generally, the following are websites you can trust:
i. University web pages
ii. Research / scholarly sites
iii. Sites from respected Encyclopedias like Britannica, or Encarta
iv.  In general, the ones linked on 8gold.org are good sites!
b. There are also some sites you should stay away from:
i. Wikipedia: anyone can post here and change entries.  Don’t trust it, and don’t use it as a source – unless you confirm its info somewhere else!
ii. School project sites – if Ms. Jones’ 5th grade class built a medieval webpage, be very careful – you are now asking a 5th grader to be an expert for your paper!






















Writing a Research Paper: How to Organize Your Ideas

Following is a list of steps that I take when writing a paper.
These steps can save a lot of time and will improve the quality of your papers.
													
1.  Review your topic.  It's always a good idea to begin by rereading the instructions and highlighting key points.
a. Think about the assignment, the audience and the purpose. To prepare for writing, go over the requirements of the assignment once more to make sure you focus your writing efforts on what's expected by your instructor. Consider the purpose of the paper, either as set forth in the assignment, or as stated in your thesis statement--are you trying to persuade, inform, evaluate, or summarize?
2. Make a “shopping list.”  As you review your instructions, make a list of topics / requirements that you will need to research. You may use the instructions or graphic organizer for this purpose.
3. Conduct your research.
a. Choose an item from the shopping list and find materials for that item.
b. Make sure you have the note sheet for the TYPE of source you are using.
c. Before you fill out the bibliographic info, skim through the source to make sure it has information that you can use.	
d. Once you are sure that you can use the source, fill out the bibliographic info, and NUMBER the source.	
e. TAKE NOTES!  Be sure to note page numbers for specific details, so you can cite your source.  Watch for details that fit other sections, and write those down, too!
4.  Review your source notes and  organize them.	
a. Use the instruction sheet section numbers to label details according to the section  they belong in.  For example, this sheet has 3 details labeled (1b) which is " Why English didn’t support William" and 2 for (2c) which is "how feudalism kept serfs in their place”




b. Transfer that information to the appropriate part of your graphic organizer.	

c. Review the instructions to make sure you have answered the prompt thoroughly. If not, go back and conduct more research! 

d. Repeat steps a.b, and c as necessary.





5. Organize sections into smaller topics 
a. Focus on 1 section at a time, for example, your introduction.  Skim your details and look for logical ways to group them.  
In this case, the person has several details about:

1.  Anglo Saxon claim to England	

2. Norman claim to England




	
	 
	  William’s England
	
	

	Anglo-Saxons
	
	Normans

	1. How they got there
	 
	
	1. How they got there

	 (details)
	
	 
	
	 (details)
	
	 

	2. Claim to UK
	
	2. Claim to UK

	 (details)
	
	 
	
	 (details)
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 




b. On a separate paper, group details by
Category
Topic
and Subtopic



6. Organize topics into paragraphs:

	
	MIP I:
	Before William arrived in UK, there was already a dominant culture present

	
	
	SIP A
	This culture was the Anglo Saxons, who had been….

	
	
	
	STEWE 1   Supporting detail (S1 54)

	
	
	
	STEWE 2   Supporting detail (S3 62)



Put source numbers and page #s where needed	
*Often, you can rephrase a section requirement into a good topic sentence.  Repeat this process for each section of your paper!

7. Once you have a solid outline, you are ready to use the outline and your full notes to create a first draft.	As you begin this, review your outline and…
a. Create an Introduction
i. Open with a statement about your topic, that grabs the reader's attention.
ii. You should not have a BS for each paragraph or topic, but you should sum up your major arguments / points in a few good sentences.
iii. The key is to have a focused thesis that sums up the major points of your paper. This thesis should be based on the "key understandings" on the instructions.
b. Draft the body paragraphs, putting in your parentheticals - using the source abbreviations - as you go (S3 54).
c. Draft a brief, focused conclusion that connects back to your thesis statement.

8. Then, edit, reread ALOUD, and print!												

 (
Binder
Number:
________
)                                         Medieval Research Binder:       
                                  
Student:  This binder has been created by Mr. Dunn and Mr. Pizzuto.  Please treat it with care, as you would any textbook.  It is your responsibility to replace any item damaged while it is in your care!
· Please do not remove or write on any items from this folder
· Whenever you use this binder, record your name, the time and date you took it, and the time and date at which you returned it on the inside record sheet.
· Make sure to take your notes in the right format, on the right sheet for each source!

	No.
	Title
	Topics
	Source Type

	1
	Failure of the Popes
	Cultural Landscape
	Webpage article

	2
	Anglo Saxon Chronicles
	Cultural Landscape, Feudal Economy, Laws
	Book

	3
	Angle, Saxon, Jute
	Cultural Landscape
	Online Article

	4
	The Age of Feudalism
	Feudal Economy, Laws
	Book

	5
	Medieval Warfare
	Feudal Economy, Laws
	Book

	6
	The 1000’s
	Cultural Landscape, Feudal Economy, Laws
	Book w/ editor & author

	7
	Central Middle Ages – Military Elite
	Feudal Economy
	Course handout, online

	8
	World Book Advanced Online
	Feudal Economy, Laws
	Online encyclopedia article

	9
	Feudalism and Feudal Relationship
	Feudal Economy
	Online article

	10
	The Medieval Soldier
	Feudal Economy, Laws
	Book

	11
	Daily Life in Chaucer’s England
	Feudal Economy, church
	Book

	12
	Mr. R’s Classroom Page
	Importance of the church
	Online article

	13
	Life on a Medieval Manor
	Manor structure, roles, serfs, church…
	Book

	14
	Town and Country Life
	Manor life, serfs, parish church
	Book

	15
	Medieval Places
	Manor, serfs, parish church
	Book

	16
	The Church
	Role of Religion
	Book

	17
	Short History of Civilization
	Manorialism
	Book (textbook)

	18
	Manoralism (sic)
	Manorialism – easy to read level
	Course Website

	19
	Life on the English Manor
	Feudal Economy, manor officials
	Book

	20
	The Middle Ages
	Manor overview – life of nobles & serfs
	Book

	21
	Origins of Feudalism
	Feudal Economy, manors
	Online Article





Binder Use Sign-Out
Please fill out this form each time you use the binder.
	Name
	Date out
	Date Returned
	Source Numbers Used (list all you took notes on)

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	



Section III: Organizational Steps
Cover Sheet
For each category below, check off the box that best describes the work you did.
	Source Notes
	4
	I was very thorough.  Each note sheet contains the bibliographic information up top, with a source number.  For any sources with pages, I list specific page #s next to each detail, and all my notes are in my own words.  I never needed to go back to a source to get any of the above information.  

	
	3
	I did a good job.  While I may have missed some things and gone back to get them, each note sheet has all the required bibliographic information, and all sources are numbered.  I have page references for any sources that need them.

	
	2
	I did a fair job.  Some of my sources may be missing some bibliographic information or page numbers, or I may not have been consistent about recording that information.  Most of my sources are numbered.

	
	1
	My notes are difficult to follow.  Many are missing the required information and/or source numbers.  Often, I didn’t write down all the required information when I took notes and then went back to try to fix it.

	Organizer
	4
	I did an excellent job.  All of my note sheets have labels next to the details.  I then listed all the details under the appropriate headings (on my own or the printed organizer), with source numbers / pages.  I then grouped the details (these sheets are included in this packet) into SIPs & STEWES

	
	3
	I did a good job.  My notes are all labeled, and all the details were then transferred onto my organizer, by topic, with source #s and pages.

	
	2
	I did a fair job.  I labeled most of my notes, and used an organizer for some of the paper, but not all of it.  I had some source info on it.

	
	1
	I didn’t really label my details, or didn’t use an organizer.  I didn’t really put my source info where it should have been.

	Outline
	4
	My outline was thorough.  I organized each section into clear, focused paragraphs with MIPs, SIPs, and STEWEs and transferred my source info from my organizer to the outline – it’s next to each STEWE.  I made sure that my outline is logical, with MIPs that support my Thesis Statement.

	
	3
	I did a good job, with each section outlined and clear source information next to details / STEWEs.

	
	2
	I outlined most of my paper, but missed some of it – and included some source information.

	
	1
	I didn’t really outline my paper, or included no source info on my outline.

	Draft
	4
	My draft was excellent and thorough – with clear parentheticals for each detail, in the right format (S2 45).  I had full draft on Wed. 1/16, the bibliography done by Friday, and my full final draft completed by 2/2.  Additionally, I had a peer edit mine: (name)


	
	3
	I had a solid draft, with clear parentheticals.  I checked each MIP and SIP to make sure it supported its point, and met each deadline.

	
	2
	My draft was missing some parentheticals, but I finished it and the bibliography by Monday, Jan 31.  I did not do much proofreading.  Not all my parentheticals were formatted.

	
	1
	I did not have my draft done in time for the steps in class, or didn’t format all the citations / bibliography.  My work was incomplete. 






Parenthetical Checklist:

· All information that is not common knowledge has a citation after it.
· Citation comes BEFORE the final punctuation in the sentence, like this (Cantor 45).
· Citations for works with authors contain ONLY the author’s last name – no first name – unless 2 authors share the same last name.
· All citations focus on whatever comes FIRST for that source in the bibliography (when you look at the bibliography, the word in your parenthetical is the first real word(s) in the bibliographic entry)
· Citations that require a Book Title or “Article Title” are in the proper format (as shown in this sentence).
· Citations with page numbers are properly formatted – no p., pp, or comma between author’s name and the page number



Bibliography Checklist

· Entries are all alphabetical according to the start of each entry
· Sources are NOT numbered, and source numbers (S1) are deleted
· All book sources have publisher information
· All book and website titles are in italics
· All article titles are in quotations
· All web sources have the date on which they were accessed
· All punctuation is accurate (periods between key pieces of information, colon after city where published)
· All names and titles are capitalized
· Entries are properly indented when more than one line long.
	












Name:__________________					          		Per:___
Medieval Research Paper Redo



Packet Contents
Section I: Instruction Materials
· New instruction sheet
Section II: Source Materials
· Source Notes used in new paper (clipped separately)
Section III: Organizational Steps
· Organizational Steps Rubric /Bibliography & Parenthetical check sheet
· Filled out new organizer
· Filled out new outline, with source information
Section 4: Final Product
· Your original, graded research paper
· Full New Research Paper, all SIPs underlined, with bibliography
· Original, graded ELA Rubric 
**If you lose any item, it is your responsibility to replace it**

Good Luck!!!
			Mr. P 

**All other materials should be filed in your portfolio – they need not be handed in again**

**Make sure you have turned in the research binder, if you borrowed one!**





















Medieval Research Paper:
Source Supplement – Requirements and Tracking Information

1. Required Types of Sources – AT LEAST one of each cited in your paper, and included in your bibliography:
a. Book with an author
b. Anthology or encyclopedia article / chapter
c. Article from a website
d. Database article
e. Video
2. 
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