The Feudal World of William the Conqueror
Background:
A long time ago, in a city-state far, far away...
For over five hundred years the Roman Empire dominated Europe. Cities and trade expanded and grew under its’ ability to hold and centralize power. But this all came to an end in CE 476 because of political and economic problems that finally weakened the Empire’s ability to support a profession military force large enough to defend against external threats. A succession of Germanic invasions broke though the Empire’s defenses, ravaged the land and brought end of Rome in the West. The eastern half of Rome escaped because of Constantinople’s location and strong leadership that kept the Emperor, its’ people, and their form of government intact.

In the Western half, Charlemagne and the Franks almost established a lasting empire Christmas Day CE 800, but ultimately failed because internal issues and the problem of passing on power from one generation to the other. The Franks failed to centralize their power due to cultural laws of inheritance. Because of this, Western Europe was launched into a period called the dark ages that lasted for the next five hundred years.

From this disorganized land of Franks came a warrior who would carve out an island kingdom, changing the Feudalism he knew in France into a better form for his needs, one that would strengthen his power and give his kingdom some stability in a time of chaos. But this island kingdom of England was still far from an ideal world. 
Your Assignment

For this assignment, you will demonstrate your understanding of William the Conqueror’s England, by writing a research paper. Your paper will focus on a central point: 
“Feudalism was an effective form of government for meeting William the Conqueror’s needs at that time.” 

You will build your evidence for this statement through your research, the specific areas are outlined below.

The structure of your paper will be based on Cycle of a Nation. What were: the cultures of this time period, the feudal laws created to unite these cultures and the economy that was created for the sole purpose of supporting the military.

Specific Focus Area (Thesis Statement)
Your paper needs to focus on proving this statement: “Feudalism was the best choice William had, given the problems of unifying two cultures into one country. It gave them an economy to pay for the military, laws to structure their society, and a military to defend the country from internal and external threats.” (Cycle of a Nation)


You will address this central thesis by fully exploring the following subtopics:

1st Section- William’s Cultural Landscape: In this section, you need to introduce England circa 1066:  
· What were the two cultures he brought together, and what was the history of each? 

· Why didn’t the people in England support William and his culture? 
· Why does having two cultures in one country stand in the way of creating a unified country?



2nd Section- The Fall of Rome meant the fall of long distance trade and the military it paid for. Feudalism developed in Western Europe as the best economic and military replacement. 
· Expain how a feudal economy works.

· Identify the different levels in the feudal pyramid:  how are the people grouped, what does each group give and get? 

· How does it produce leisure time for the nobility to train, and food to support and pay for the Knight’s military needs? 

· How does it keep the serf in his/her economic place?  In other words, what does the serf get for agreeing to be a serf, and why can’t a serf leave?


3rd Section- Laws: Now that you’ve described the basics of Feudalism, you will focus on how William used it in England.  William understood feudalism because he had worked with it in his homeland.  When he brought it to England, he made some changes to it, so that it would better suit his need to unify the country.  Explain some of these changes and additions, and why he did them:
· What was the Domesday Book. How did it give William the power to rule the land’s he conquered?
· Give two more changes William made to Feudalism to meet his specific needs.  Some areas to consider: how does he make sure every vassal will listen to him? How does he make sure no one lord can become too powerful, and then threaten him?


4th Section- Military: Now that you have an understanding of feudalism and how William adapted it to meet his needs, you will explain how it worked.  Imagine that England is facing a threat. Explain how William will bring his army together to face this threat.  You can do this one of two ways:
1. Standard report form - explain how William uses his feudal system to gather a force together to fight back the invaders.  Discuss the role of each level in the feudal pyramid - how does each contribute to this effort? Why could loyalty be a problem?

2. First person narrative - you are one of William’s vassals.  Explain what you will do, once you receive word of the threat. Who do you owe your loyalty to, and who owes their loyalty to you? and why?  What do those beneath you (subtenants, serfs) contribute to your efforts?

***Medieval Terms***
As you conduct your research, you will encounter a number of words specific to this time
period, and your person. BE CAREFUL TO EXPLAIN theses words when you use them in your paper! It should be clear to your readers that you understand what these words mean. Here are some words that you are expected to include and explain:
Basic terms (all papers): serf, lord, vassal, manor,  oath of fealty, homage, fief
Advanced terms: subinfeudination,  scutage, servicium debitum, tenant, tenant-in-chief

Schedule
1. Begin research. You will have some class time for research (both in LA and Social Studies), but additional work will need to be done after school in the library and as part of your homework.
    a. Use the note sheets that I provide for your sources.
    b. Write down bibliographic info, and TAKE NOTES – DON’T CUT & PASTE!
    c. Use MULTIPLE sources. You need at least SIX sources: a combination of books and web pages.
2. Assemble your notes.
3.  Organize your information into MIP-SIP-STEWE format.
4.   Prepare a draft.
5. Edit / proofread your draft in class, and then at home.
6. Produce a final draft.

What skills are being assessed?  This assignment serves several purposes, in both language arts class and social studies. Specifically, we will be assessing the following skills and understandings:
Social Studies content:
· Explains the cultural development of Medieval England, specifically the role-played by William the Conqueror in unifying England.
· Explains the political and economic aspects of feudalism
· Analyzes the effects of the feudal system on the medieval military.
Research skills:
· Note taking from non-fiction sources
· Creating an effective and organized bibliography
· Correctly giving credit to sources by creating parenthetical citations
· Making good use of research time and materials during classes
Writing skills:
Effective organization of a paper by:
· Using the graphic organizers, planning templates, and outlines provided in class
· Writing a paper with a focused introduction, clear body paragraphs, and conclusion.

Using proper spelling and grammar in your writing.

***This paper will be completed in both social studies and language arts classes. Please do
not hesitate to ask either of us for help along the way, or to arrange to either stay after or conference with us whenever the need arises!

Due Date: You will have over a month to complete this task. As we move forward, Mr. Dunn & Mr. Pizzuto will inform you about specific due dates, based on class progress and time given.

Name:____________________
Assigned Role___________________   ELA Per:____

        History Per:____               

The Feudal World of William the Conqueror:

Organization Packet
As you take notes from your sources, you need to organize your information so that you can see what areas require more research.   Here's how to do this:

1. Take out all of your notes and the Report assignment sheet.  

2. Review the areas listed under requirements.

3. Number each of the requirement research areas (See the instruction sheet): 

4. Now, read through your notes and NUMBER each piece of information according to the area where it belongs.

5. Write a SHORT summary of each piece of information into the appropriate box on these organization sheets.

6. Once you are satisfied that you have enough information on a particular topic, check off the appropriate section on the instruction sheet. 1a, 4a, 5c etc.  You may also make notes about particular details you still need to research.

7. Go get the information!                                      
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Name:________________________



Period:_____

Research Paper Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Organization

Writes with focus, organization, and supporting details
	Paper is highly organized. 

Each section is clearly labeled, with well structured paragraphs.

Each section connects back to the key understandings.
	Paper organization is logical.  Each section is labeled, but some ideas may run into other ideas.   Good, focused paragraphs


	Organization is difficult to follow sometimes.  Some info could have been placed in a more logical order, or may stray from main points
	Information is not understandable due to organization flaws, or many sections are too brief to support their points.

	Research: Information gathering
Understands and applies research skills
	Information is thorough & from a variety of sources.  You used the note format to record notes & sources in your own words.  You numbered sources & have all biblio info, including page #s.
	A good start.  You took some good notes, but may have missed some biblio. information, or not numbered all sources.  May lack specifics in one topic area.
	Needs work.  Much of your info is vague or not connected to topics– doesn’t show focus over a month of work. May have incomplete / few notes. Lacks biblio info.
	Missing information entirely for some sections, incomplete. Notes are highly disorganized – cannot tell one source from another.

	Research: organization

Understands and applies research skills
	Excellent! You followed each step, from labeling details to listing them under topic headings, to outlining paragraphs with source info next to STEWEs, to drafting.
	An ok start.  You followed the basic steps, but some of paper may lack some labels, or some of your organizer may be incomplete.
	Oops!  You skipped some steps!  You may not have labeled note sheets and organized them, and went straight to the outline.
	Incomplete – does not show you followed the steps as explained in class.

	Research: Citing Sources

Understands and applies research skills

(x2)
	Excellent!  Any quotes / specific details you use are given parentheticals in the proper format.  Bibliography is alphabetical, and in the MLA format.
	Good. You have a an accurate bibliography & citations. One entry may not be in the proper format.  Parentheticals may have some errors. 
	Uh oh.  Several sources may not be in the right format, or you have errors (wrong title, etc.).  Only a few details are cited.
	Very few in text citations, or format is inaccurate.  Does not demonstrate an understanding of the citation format.

	Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

Standard:

Uses standard English conventions
	Varied sentence beginnings, all words spelled correctly, correct use of punctuation and capitalization rules. 
	Sentences are of varying length, most words spelled correctly, no incorrect usage of punctuation and capitalization.  
	Errors in sentence structure, spelling or incorrect usage of punctuation and capitalization are distracting to the reader. 
	Errors in sentence structure, spelling, punctuation or grammar make your writing difficult to understand.  


Final Research Score:__________



Please check the boxes that you feel your writing has earned, and explain your scores on the back.

Crispin Roles

	Lord


	Miller (serf)
	Carpenter (farmer)
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	Lady
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