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Bibliography – MLA Format

Key Elements for all Entries:  Author. Title. Publication information. Medium.

General Guidelines for All Source Types

1. The first line of each citation starts at the left margin; the second and any succeeding lines are double spaced and indented one half inch. Use hanging indent format or the TAB key to indent a half-inch. 
2. Titles of articles are in quotation marks and titles of books, magazines, and websites are italicized. 
3. Put all your sources in one list arranged alphabetically by the author's last name. When there is no author, start with the title and alphabetize by the first word in the title, excluding a, an, and the.

4. If your source does not have some information, use the following abbreviations: N.p. for no place of publication or publisher; n.d. for no date of publication; n. pag. for no page. 

5. Abbreviate all names of states and months except May, June and July.  Use UP for University Press and omit Inc. and Co. when they are part of the publisher’s name.
6. Date format is Day Month Year with no commas, for example 09 Aug. 2009.
Use the same punctuation that you see in the models and examples. 



Johnson, Judy K., ed. War in the Middle Ages. Boston: Little Brown Press, 2001. Print. 

Simon, R. W. The Making of the Middle Ages. New Haven: Yale UP, 1953. Print.

Smith George P., and Susan A. Jones. Great Baseball Players. Chicago: Sports Press, 2006. Print.


Use these examples for most web sites, including

1. Online versions of magazines, newspapers, and encyclopedias, and 
2. Web pages that are not also published 
in printed format




Adams, Michael. Feudal Terms of England. N.p., 1988. Web. 18 Aug 2009.
Deliyannis, Deborah Mauskopf. "Middle Ages." World Book Student. World Book, 2009. Web. 30 Aug. 2009.
Hull, Lise. "About Castles." Castles-of-Britain.com. Castles Unlimited, 2 Jan. 2009. Web. 23 Jan. 2009.
"The Medieval Tourney." National Jousting Association. National Jousting Association, 2 Mar. 2009. Web. 28 Aug. 2009.
Rosenbloom, Jonathan. “Obama Wins Nobel Peace Prize.” Time For Kids. Time, 12 Oct. 2009. Web. 14 Oct. 2009.





Alphin, Elaine Marie. “Medieval Castles: Built for Defense.” Faces Mar. 1995: 14 – 18. Print. 

Pritchard, Mary. “’Taste of Shrewsbury’ returns to Fall Festival.” Community Advocate [Shrewsbury] 28 Aug. 2009: 1+. Print.

Zakaria, Fareed. “America’s Fatal Flaw.” Newsweek 24 & 31 Aug. 2009: 26. Print.



Is your book arranged alphabetically?

Then use these examples.




Deliyannis, Deborah Mauskopf. "Middle Ages." World Book Encyclopedia. 2007 ed. Print.

“Beijing”. Junior Worldmark Encyclopedia of World Cities. Ed. Jill Copolla and Susan Bevan Gall. Vol. 1. Detroit: UXL, 2000. Print.


An anthology is a book that has a collection of 

essays, poems, stories, or chapters

written by different authors



“Artificial Skin”. Medical Discoveries: Medical Breakthroughs and the People Who Developed Them. Ed. Bridget Travers and Fran Locher Freiman. Vol. 1. Detroit: UXL, 1997. 63 – 66. Print.
de Mussis, Gabrielle. “The Plague Arrives in Europe”. The Black Death. Ed. Thomas Streissguth. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2004. 153 - 67. Print.
Johnson, Angela. “Our Song”. Memories of Sun: Stories of Africa and America. Ed. Jane Kurtz. New York: Greenwillow Books, 2004. 95 – 105. Print







Baker, Aryn. "Tough Lessons." Time for Kids 19 Oct. 2007: 4. InfoTrac Student Edition. 
Web. 07 Sept. 2009.
"Michael Jackson." Contemporary Musicians. Vol. 44. Gale Group, 2004. Biography Resource Center. Web. 16 Oct. 2009.

Walker, Skip. "Tundra." Biology. Ed. Richard Robinson. Vol. 4. New York: Macmillan References USA, 2002. 177-78. Gale Virtual Reference Library. Web. 14 Sept. 2009.

"The World. (Briefing) (news briefs)." Time 14 Sept. 2009: 12. InfoTrac Student Edition. 
Web. 10 Sept. 2009.


An interview you conducted yourself over the telephone. If you met in-person, use the term personal interview instead of telephone interview.

Smith, Susan E. Telephone interview. 09 Sept. 2009. 

Lecture or speech, including classroom lectures from your teachers.

Bedard, Nancy. Non-Fiction Unit Research Lesson. Oak Middle School. 10 Sept. 2009. Class Lecture. 

An e-mail you received.

Puri, Aditya. “Re: Question on Roman Empire.” Message to the author. 7 Apr. 2009. E-mail.

Pictures or digital images. Printed images are treated like a book. Include the type of image for the medium, for example, map or photograph.  Images from the web are treated like a website. Include the URL for any item that your reader will not be able to readily locate themselves. 

Hedges, Kathryn. Crayons. dsc05371.jpg. Image. Pic4Learning.com. 
Tech4Learning. 2007. Web. 12 Sep. 2009. <http://www.pics4learning.com/details.php?img=dsc05371.jpg>.

Smith, John. Red Rose. Private Collection. Photograph. 2009.

DVD or Video: Begin with the title, followed by the director or performer and other important names, if any. Then put the distributor, the year of release, and the medium.

Fighting 20th-Century Tyranny. Discovery Channel Education, 2004. DVD.

Harlem. By Walter Dean Myers. Pictures by Christopher Myers. Spoken Arts, n.d. VHS.

Video or Audio Clip from a Website: Treat these like DVDs above, and then add the website information at the end. See page 2 if you need help with website information.

Before He Cheats -- A Teacher Parody. Dir. Jim McKenzie. Perf. Kristen Hulsh. You Tube. You Tube, 4 June 2007. Web. 16 Oct. 2009.

It's Up To You. Dir. JenniferJChung. That's Not Cool.com. N.p., n.d. Web. 16 Oct. 2009.

 “My WBZ Morning Headlines”. WBZ NewRadio1030. CBS Radio Stations. 19 Oct. 2009. Web. 19 Oct. 2009.
Teacher Websites: Treat these like other web pages on page 2. Include enough information so someone else can find the site later.

"8 Gold Class Website." Oak Middle School. Shrewsbury Public Schools, n.d. Web. 19 Oct. 2009.

"Scientific Method." 7-Green Science, Oak Middle School. N.p., n.d. Web. 19 Oct. 2009.

Course Handouts.  This is a printed document, given out as part of a class either you took, or a handout you found from a class online.

Instructor Name.  Title of Handout.  Course Title.  School Name, City, State.  Handout or Course 

Date.  Course Handout.  Medium.
Dunn, Robert.  Calculating a Skunk’s Trajectory.  Advanced Mammal Punting 101.

Oak Middle School, Shrewsbury, MA.  23 June 2006.  Course Handout.  

Print.
Sample Parentheticals and Bibliography

The sport of twenty-meter freestyle skunk kicking was invented by Bob Flob on March 25, 1957. Flob was angry at a skunk which had been chasing him as he rode his bike. "Leaping off his bicycle, Flob picked up the skunk, dropped it, and booted it through the air. Yowling in pain and fear, the skunk sailed cleanly between two telephone poles. A new sport was born” (Smith 43). Since that day, skunk kicking has grown in popularity, and is now played in 93 countries (O’Williams). It was introduced as an Olympic sport in the summer games of 1992 in Barcelona, and a winter variation, skunk hockey, will make its appearance in the winter games of 2006 (Kirk 100) It has even been featured in a number of motion pictures, even though the blockbuster movie Flob changed some of the facts to make the story more interesting (Dunn). Clearly, the sport has become an important part of societies the world over, in ways that nobody could have imagined on the day that Flob abused his first polecat (Kicking Critters). Of course, the sport has changed since Flob's day: the modern skunk-kicker uses an impressive array of safety equipment and the skunk can be either punted or kicked off a tee.
Bibliography

Dunn, Robert.  Calculating a Skunk’s Trajectory.  Advanced Mammal Punting 101.

Oak Middle School, Shrewsbury, MA.  23 June 2006.  Course Handout.
Flob.  Dir. Steven Spielberg.  Perf. Hilary Duff and Arnold Schwartzeneggar.  Embassy Films, 

1993.  Videocassette.  

“Kicking Critters.”  Other People’s Conclusions.  Pizzaface Collaborative, n.d.  Web.  5 January 
2007.  

Kirk, James.  Everything You Never Wanted to Know About the Olympics.  London: 

Earthquake Books, 1983. Print.
O’Williams, William W.  “Skunk Kicking.”  The Encyclopedia Britannica.  7th ed. 1974. Print.
Smith, Spudley.  A Foot, a Skunk, a Legend: The Bob Flob Story.  New York: Odoreaters 

Press, 1987.  Print.
Guidelines for Books: List the authors’ names the same way they are on the title page. If there is a middle initial, include it but do not include titles like Dr. or PhD. Include a suffix that is an essential part of the name, like Jr. or III.  If there is an editor or a compiler instead of an author, use the abbreviation ed. or comp. next to their name. 








Model of Books: 





Author last name, first name. Title of Book.  City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Print. 





Examples of Book Sources





If there is more than one author, list all the names in the same order as they are on the book. Only the first author is listed with last name first. 





Examples of Web Pages





Guidelines for Web Pages: This section is for publically available web sites including the online sites of magazines, newspapers, and encyclopedias. If there is no author, the title will be the first entry. If there is no publisher or sponsor information, use N.p. to indicate no publisher. If there is no date of publication given on the site, use n.d. to indicate no date. Use the same author formats as for books. 








Model of a Web Pages: 


Author last name, first name. “Web Page Title”. Web Site Title. Publisher or sponsor of site, Date of Publication. Web. Date of access.





BOOKS





Web Pages





Remember to use day month year format














No author





Online encyclopedia 





No web page title or publisher


r





Remember to use day month year format





Printed Magazine or Newspaper Articles





Examples of Printed Magazine or Newspaper Articles





Guidelines for Printed Magazine or Newspaper Articles: Show the article author and title first, and then show the magazine or newspaper information. Page numbers should be shown with a hyphen when the article is on consecutive pages. When the article continues on a page that is not consecutive, show the first page number with a plus sign. Remember to use the Day Month Year format for the date. For local newspapers that do not include the city in the title, add the city in brackets after the title. Do not put any punctuation before the date of publication. Do not include volume or issue numbers. When there are multiple authors or editors, use the appropriate author formats shown for books. 





Model of Printed Magazine or Newspaper Articles: 


Article author last name, first name. “Article Title.” Title of Periodical Date of Publication: Article page numbers. Print.





Magazine Article


r





Local Newspaper


r





No editor for the entire encyclopedia. You don’t need city and publisher for well-known reference books. 





Printed Encyclopedias and other Reference Books





Examples of Reference Book Articles





Guidelines for Printed Encyclopedia or Reference Book Articles: Use this format for encyclopedia articles, dictionary entries, and other printed reference books when the contents are arranged alphabetically. Abbreviate edition with ed., for example 6th ed. Abbreviate volume with vol., for example Vol. 6. Skip edition and volume if your source doesn’t have them. Do not give city of publication and publisher for well-known reference books; just give the edition if there is one, year of publication, and the medium. When there are multiple authors or editors, use the appropriate author formats shown for books.





Model of an Article from an Encyclopedia or Reference Book: 


Article author last name, first name. “Article Title.” Title of Reference Book. Ed. editor first name last name. Edition. Volume. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Print.








Chapter in an Anthology or Collection 





Examples of Chapters in an Anthology or Collection





Chapter in an Anthology or Collection: Use this format if you are citing a chapter, story, essay, or other work that appears within a book. An anthology usually has an editor or compiler for the entire book and also individual authors for each chapter. These citations begin with the author and title of the chapter you used and then give information on the book that contains the work. Abbreviate editor and edition with ed. and volume with vol. Skip edition and volume if your source doesn’t have them. When there are multiple authors or editors, use the appropriate author formats shown for books.





Model of a Chapter from an Anthology or Collection: 


Chapter author last name, first name. “Title of Chapter.” Title of Book. Ed. editor first name last name. Edition. Volume. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Chapter page numbers. Print.





Interviews, teacher lectures, pictures, and other sources





Magazine Article� No Author





Magazine Article





Online Database





Examples of Database Sources 





Guidelines for Database Sources: This section covers sources you find in online databases like InfoTrac. These are magazine or newspaper articles or chapters of books that are also available in printed form. Begin these entries just like you would an article or chapter from printed sources, and then add database and medium information instead of the Print entry. When there are multiple authors or editors, use the appropriate author formats shown for books. Use N.p. or n.d. or n. pag. when needed. Skip edition and volume if your source doesn’t have them.





Model of Magazine Article from a Database 


Article author last name, first name. “Article Title.” Title of Periodical Date of Publication: Article page numbers. Title of Database. Web. Date of Access.








Book with an editor





Story or Poem





Encyclopedia with no article author and editors for the entire encyclopedia. Use city and publisher when source is not well -known. 





Other Sources: There are many other types of sources you might need to cite in your research report. These citations follow the same format as others, with the key elements of Author. Title. Publication information. Medium. Follow the examples in this section. Remember to give enough information so someone else knows where to find the source. Use N.p. for no publisher and n.d. for no date as needed.














Privately owned photograph





Image from a website





Online magazine 





No article author





Anthology chapter





Model of Book Chapter or Article from a Database:


Chapter author last name, first name. “Title of Chapter.” Title of Book. Ed. Editor first name last name.  Edition. Volume. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Chapter page numbers. Title of Database. Web. Date of Access.





Remember to use day month year format





Ref. Book Chapter





Ref. Book Article No Author


























