Midsummer Night's Dream: 

Living the Play

In order to complete this assignment, you must adopt a character for the duration of the play.  Your primary character has been assigned to you (the name in bold on your role sheet).  For the purposes of this assignment, you ARE this character!

This assignment has two parts:

1. Creating an object to wear that represents your character

2. Memorizing and performing lines from your adopted character.

Part I: Your Character's Object

For this assignment, you will create an object that you will wear whenever you are performing your character's lines.  This item will be worn during the modern-English paraphrase performances, and during part 2 of this assignment, your memorized performance.  

Here are the requirements:

· Must be a wearable object (hats are ideal, but cloaks, staves, shirts, etc. can work).  The basic object does not have to be MADE by you – but you must decorate it appropriately to turn it INTO your character's object.

· Must include three symbols that represent your character.  One of these symbols must symbolize a relationship – a character who plays a key role in your character’s life / development.  The other two should reveal something about your character’s PERSONALITY – key TRAITS they have.  Don’t confuse these with an emotion!

· Must include a KEY QUOTE on it.  This must be a line (or lines – but keep it to one key sentence) spoken by your character, that you feel offers insight into him or her.  It CANNOT be the same as the lines you are performing!

· Be CREATIVE and ORIGINAL (remember – movie images are NOT symbols OR original)

Part II: Key Lines 

For this part, you will memorize a total of at least ten ORIGINAL lines to perform for the class.  Honors students should do at least 15.  Here are the basic guidelines:

· Lines must come from anywhere up through Act III.i.

· You MUST understand what they mean in modern English.

· You must be able to speak your lines CLEARLY and with APPROPRIATE EMOTION and STAGING.

· During questions after your performance, be able to explain 

· why you chose these lines, 

· what they reveal about your character

· why your character said them

· what role these lines play in the plot / story

· what specific words / lines mean

There are two options for how to do this.

Option 1: Choose at least ten (or 15) lines on your own, to perform independently.  These do not have to be from the same speech – you can choose five lines from one part and five from somewhere else, for example, but should NOT do any more than that remember, if you have lines from two different places, you’ll be answering questions about each, and will have to explain why BOTH sets are important.  In this case, you will perform your lines alone, in front of the class.

Option 2: Work with other members of your class and choose a short scene to act together.  If you do this, each person must speak a total of at least 10 (or 15) lines.  Any number of people from the company can work together (you may have a pair, and a trio, for example).  Each of you will then answer a set of questions about your particular lines and their importance.
Both options are graded on both your memorization and your acting skills, as well as how well you answer the questions.  Scores are individual, even if you do option 2.
The day before performance assessments begin, you must turn in:

· A typed copy of the lines you will speak, with the Act, Scene, and Line Numbers written up top.  Be sure to have this double spaced, and large enough for me to write comments during your performance!

· A KEY that gives a brief explanation for each symbol, and a short explanation for the lines you included on the object. Remember, you need to EXPLAIN each symbol.  Specifically:

· Identify the symbol and what it represents (like lion = courage)

· Explain where you see the character demonstrate this trait – what actions / words prove that your character possesses that trait?  For the relationship symbol, explain why this relationship is important to your character.  As with any analytical work we have done, give details and then analyze them.

· Explain how that particular symbol connects with that particular trait or relationship.

· You must also explain the quote that you include on the object.  What does this quote reveal about your character?  For a 4, it must show something different from what your symbols show!

· The RUBRIC, of course!  Self grade the OBJECT half of your rubric

Name:_____________________







Per:______

Living The Play: Object Grade Rubric

	
	3 Symbols x2
	Key Quote
	Creativity

	5

Wow!
	Excellent!  Each symbol is clear, connects w/ a key trait of your person, & uses NO words.  Colorful.  Relationship symbol is excellent.  Includes a KEY sheet explaining symbols.
	Excellent choice!  Line / sentence reveals key information about your character’s personality.  You wrote it neatly and accurately on the object.  On your key sheet, you explain the quote’s importance.
	Superior!  Creative (handmade) object which symbolizes your character (explain on the key sheet), and symbols are arranged in an original way.  Great!

	4

Good
	Well done.  Symbols are clear and relate to your character’s personality and relationship.
	Well done.  Good quote, with clear connection to your character.  
	Object is well decorated, and required elements are arranged creatively.

	3

OK…
	Meets requirements.  Contains 3 symbols, but may have 1 word on them.  1 symbol may be unclear.  Symbols may not show personality.
	Contains a quote spoken by your character.  Quote may be too short / long.  May lack explanation, or be same as the quote you spoke.
	Meets requirements.  Shows signs of effort, but may lack creativity.  (pre-made item with symbols glued to it)

	2

Uhoh
	Needs work.  More than 1 symbol is unclear.  May contain more than one word.  Appears hastily done.
	Needs work.  Contains a line / lines from the play, but lines may offer no real connection with character.  May not be said by your character!
	Needs work.  Object / elements appear to be hastily done, or little effort was put into overall design.

	1

Oops
	Incomplete 
	Quote is missing.
	Incomplete.


Score:________ of 20    

Living The Play: Key Lines Grade Rubric

	
	Accuracy
	Emotion/Inflection
	Knowledge x2

	5

Wow!
	Excellent! All lines are accurate – including all appropriate pauses.  Excellent pronunciation.
	Wow!  You ARE the character.  Proper emotion shown in the lines, lively gestures, use of a prop.
	Superior.  Answers questions thoroughly, explains context of lines – importance, & role in play.  

	4

Good
	Well done.  Everything is accurate, no words omitted / added.  May mispronounce 1 word, have 1 inaccurate pause.
	Well done.  Good show of emotion, with some gesturing.  Demonstrates understanding of lines.
	Well done.  Answers all questions.  Explains meaning of lines and their importance.

	3

OK…
	Acceptable.  All lines are accurate, but may have 1 or 2 minor errors –spoken or on your sheet handed in.
	Acceptable.  Some effort at emotion, may lack gestures.
	Acceptable.  Is able to explain meaning of lines.  Importance may be unclear.

	2

Uhoh
	Needs work.  Needed prompting to remember a line, or muddled the lines.  Multiple omissions / inaccuracies.  Missing line sheet!
	Needs work.  Presentation is flat, without any emotion or gesturing.  Seems as if reading from note cards.
	Needs work.  Unclear, or contains an inaccuracy in responses.

	1

Oops
	Unprepared to present.  Lines are confused / inaccurate.
	Incomplete.  Shows no understanding of lines.
	Incomplete.  Offers no information about lines.



Score:________ of 20    

Period:_________









Date:_______






Object / Lines Sign-up

        Student:

Act. Co.
Character:

Obj. Type: 

Act/Scene/Lines

	ex
	Brittany Spears
	1
	Helena
	Hat
	I
	i
	235-245
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20 = A+	     17 = B+	14     = C+	9 = D+


19 = A	    16 = 	B	12-13= C	8 = D


18 = A-	    15=	B-	10-11 = C-	7 = D-
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