Crispin: Interactive Notes

1. What are interactive notes? Interactive note taking is a reading strategy designed to help you focus on some important details and key ideas. As you read the book, you will take notes on specific details, and then reflect on what these details tell you.
2. How do I take interactive notes? You may follow the format on the sample sheet you have been given for chapters 1-3. The basic method is as follows: divide a page in half. On the left side, you will record key details and quotes from the book. On the right side, you will explain what that detail / quote tells you about the particular topic. In short, left side is facts, right side is your interpretation (kind of like breaking a STEWE up – text example on one side, explanation on the other).

***Tip for Success”**

Use post-it notes as you go, with specific colors for historical and fictional details. As we did with The Giver, put a note on the page, then go back to them when you finish reading for the night. I will check to see who uses this strategy... but I STRONGLY recommend everyone do it! It really does help...

3. How many notes should I take on each topic? There is no set right answer. I will look for certain key quotes and details that I expect everyone to find, but – beyond that - it is up to you to read the text closely and find information that you consider important. Certainly no topic should be left blank for any section.
4. Will these be checked? Of course. We will use your notes for some in-class exercises and discussions, and you will be turning them in.

Note Requirements
For each section of the book, you will:

I. Take interactive notes on some set topics. These are as follows:

History:

(For each of the following, note the facts/quotes on the left side, and what you can infer

about medieval life from them on the right.)
1. Religion: Look for details about the role religion plays in the lives of medieval people. Specific holidays, wards, prayers, and physical details of churches are all good to note. Pay careful attention to the power of the church in people's lives.
2. Social Structure: As we study Feudalism, watch for the role this structure plays in people's lives. What is a Bailiff's job? Where does a serf fit in the power structure? What about lords? Women? Can people move up or down in the social structure? How? 
3. The Physical World: Take notes on what buildings are like, roads, even food and drink. Details on how the manor is structured – buildings, homes, etc.

Fiction

4. Key Characters: Crispin (and Bear, in later chapters). Note details of characterization -

what they look like, what they do and say, what they think, and how others react to them
On the left side, list the detail/quote. On the right side, explain what it teaches you

about the character, or a question it raises.

5. Conflicts: Note specific details where a conflict begins, develops, reaches a turning point,

or ends. On the left side, give the detail / quote. On the right side, identify conflict

type and explain why it is important to Crispin.

II. Analyze Crispin’s Development:  Choose two quotes that you feel illustrate Crispin at this point in his journey.  For each quote, explain why you chose them – what does it reveal about Crispin?  Each should be a few sentences.

III. Describe Where Fact Meets Fiction:  For this section, you will have a writing prompt which asks you to identify a historic detail and then connect it to the characters and/or conflicts.  The key here is that you explain how a real detail from history helps shape the fake (fiction) parts of the story – does it reveal something about a character?  Help develop a conflict?  Help resolve a conflict?

.

Crispin Sections:
Please note, these are subject to change, depending on the needs of the research paper.

1. Chapters 1-3  (discussed on Tues, Nov 30)
2. Chapters 4-15 (discussed on Fri. Dec 10)

3. Chapters 16-24 (discussed on Thurs. Dec 16) 
4. Chapters 25-32 (discussed Wed, Dec 22) 
5. Chapters 33-42 (discussed Thurs. Jan 6)  
6. Chapters 43-end (discussed Tues. Jan 18)
ORQ Dates:

1.  Chapter 14: Tues. Dec 14

2. Chapter 32: Thurs. Dec 23
Please see the accompanying timeline for specific chapter due dates.

Crispin Chapter Due Dates

Please be careful to keep up with the reading.  I STRONGLY recommend that, each night, you fill out some of your packet as soon as you finish that day’s reading – this way, you are taking notes when the reading is fresh in your mind.  Be sure to note those historical terms and details when you find them!

	Chapter
	Pages
	Due Date
	Chapter
	Pages
	Due Date

	1
	1-5
	Mon, Nov. 29
	30
	139-149
	Tues. Dec 21

	2
	6-11
	
	31
	149-152
	

	3
	12-15
	
	32
	152-157
	

	4
	16-23
	Wed, Dec. 1
	33
	158-164
	Mon. Jan 3

	5
	23-25
	
	34
	165-171
	

	6
	25-26
	Thurs, Dec 2
	35
	171-177
	

	7
	27-31
	
	36
	177-182
	

	8
	31-42
	
	37
	182-186
	

	9
	43-48
	Fri, Dec 3
	38
	186-193
	

	10
	49-52
	
	39
	193-202
	Tues. Jan 4

	11
	52-56
	Mon, Dec 6
	40
	202-206
	

	12
	56-59
	
	41
	207-211
	

	13
	59-62
	
	42
	211-214
	

	14
	62-65
	
	43
	215-219
	Fri. Jan 7

	15
	66-69
	
	44
	219-224
	

	16
	69-76
	Mon, Dec 13
	45
	224-230
	Mon. Jan 10

	17
	77-79
	
	46
	230-234
	

	18
	79-82
	
	47
	234-239
	

	19
	83-92
	
	48
	239-243
	

	20
	92-94
	Tues, Dec 14
	49
	244-249
	Tues. Jan 11

	21
	94-100
	
	50
	249-251
	

	22
	100-106
	Wed, Dec 15
	51
	252-253
	

	23
	106-108
	
	52
	254-257
	

	24
	109-116
	
	53
	257-262
	Wed Jan 12

	25
	117-122
	Mon. Dec 20
	54
	263-268
	

	26
	122-126
	
	55
	268-272
	

	27
	126-130
	
	56
	272-278
	

	28
	130-135
	
	57
	279-289
	Tues Jan 18

	29
	135-139
	
	58
	289-297
	


