A Midsummer Night's Dream: Acting Company Instructions

Overview: Welcome to the world of theater! You and your peer s are now part of an acting company. As we read the play over the coming weeks, your group will be responsible for designing and performing parts of this play. Your goal will be to create an accurate and entertaining version of this play, performed in your own words.

What is being assessed? I am assessing several skills as you paraphrase, design, and perform

your scenes. Specifically,

Reading comprehension: how well do you understand the words? I can see this by

o Checking your paraphrase for completion

o Listening to your performance – are the dialogues accurate?

Character interpretation. How well do you understand the characters?

o Watching your movement and emotion – is it accurate for the character?

Under standing of genre (drama)

o Do you stage the scene accurately?

o Do you follow stage directions in the text, and cues in the dialogue?


   o Furthermore, your written work will also demonstrate your understanding of key literary devices used in Elizabethan drama, specifically:

· Difference between poetry and prose

· Soliloquies

· Figurative language: metaphor, simile, personification

Procedure: First off, we will follow a set format as we work our way through this play. These

steps are as follows:

1. Dramatic reading in class. We begin each section with the acting companies

taking turns reading the play out loud in class. For this session, you will have

assigned roles. When one company is reading,

•
 I will ask questions to check your understanding

•
 I will help explain what words and passages mean

•
 You will take notes – either marking up your own copy, or using post it notes

in a school copy of the text. This is VERY important!

2. For homework, each company will get a small chunk of the scene we read aloud in

class. Your job will be to paraphrase that section into modern English – using the

notes you took in class, and one another. (Team up at home after school - read it

aloud together and help one another out!

3. Next, your acting company will get together and plan the scene. You will:

•
 Check to make sure each company member completed the homework

•
 Assign roles for the scene

•
 Read your paraphrases aloud, 'smoothing' any rough areas, and making sure

you have a good paraphrase between you.

•
 Plan out the scene – how to stage it, what props you need

 Practice your scene for a couple minutes

4. Perform the scene

•
 Perform the scene for the class

•
 Receive feedback from myself and the audience

5. Watch and analyze movie versions of the scene


We will watch two movie versions - from 1935 and 1999. You will take notes

on how each movie changes the scene –

o Do they add or remove lines?

o Do any character behaviors surprise you?

o How does each movie bring the scene to life?
This format gives you the opportunity to read / hear the original language, rewrite it into your own language, perform it in your own words, and then see and hear two performances in (close to) the original language.

Acting Company Roles:

Each acting company will have one director, a stage manager, and a number of actors.

The director's job is to:

o Check to make sure each company member completed the homework.

o If a company member does not have the homework, the director will assign that

person's role to another person in the company (potentially him/herself).

o Oversee the paraphrase – make sure each person participates in the dramatic

reading, and that the group is designing an accurate, smooth paraphrase of the

scene.

o Assist the stage manager in staging the scene

o Keep the company on task, and within the time limit for having a scene ready.

The stage manager's job is to:

o Assist the director in overseeing the paraphrase.

o Set the scene - decide what area of the classroom (or whatever space we are in) is

best suited for your scene's needs.

o Make sure the company follows stage directions in the text: when people enter /

exit, or specific actions that are required

o Make sure people / the scene have any props that may be needed.

The actors' job is to:

o Have an accurate paraphrase of their lines in the scene

o Perform an accurate interpretation of the scene (yes, you may have your script!)

o Help the stage manager and the director create a solid paraphrase and an accurate

performance of the scene.

Please note, the role of the director and the stage manager should change with each

performance. The one requirement for each job is that the person completed the

paraphrase assignment for that day.

Specific Assessments:

Over the course of the unit, there will be a number of assessment tools used (directions and

rubrics will be provided for items 3-6). These include:

1. Daily homework assignments – paraphrases for the acting company, as noted

above.

2. Your acting company's performances

3. Short writing pieces (open response questions) to check for understanding

4. An objective test, focusing on the concepts and characters in the play

5. A performance assessment, in which you will:

•
 Create a prop for your character

•
 Memorize and perform a set of at least 10 lines in the original words

•
 Answer a series of questions about these lines

6. A Concept Album assessment, in which you will focus on several key literary concepts and your character, specifically identifying and explaining

•
 The difference between poetry and prose

•
 Iambic pentameter and rhyme scheme

•
 Figurative language (metaphor, simile, personification)

•
 One of the main conflicts and your character's role in it

•
 Differences in your character, as seen in the two movies

Tips for success / support materials:

This is – for most of you – your first experience reading an Elizabethan drama. Please

keep the following in mind:

Use the reading steps that I show you. I have been reading these plays for 20

years, and both my degrees focus on this time period. I CAN show you how to

understand this stuff! It takes time and patience, but follow the steps!

I have links on my webpage that can help you understand the play. Sometimes it is

helpful to read a summary of the scene first, so you know where it is going.

Do try to team up with someone and read the play ALOUD. This is a drama – it

was NEVER meant to be read silently, to your self. Even when alone, read it

ALOUD.

Ask questions, email me, come for help if you are stuck or falling behind.

Have fun! The more you relax and get into the acting, the more you'll understand.

