5 Minute Book Talk: Book Review

Assignment Summary:  You are going to do a five-minute presentation about one of your free choice books from the summer reading list.  In your presentation, you will either recommend or reject the book, using details from the story and your annotations to prove your point.  At the conclusion of your presentation, you will answer some questions from your peers and possibly myself.

Note: this is a PERSUASIVE assignment.  You need to state your opinion in your introduction, then use the details from the book and from your own annotations to support your opinion in the body of your talk, and then conclude your presentation in a clear way.

Purpose:  The purpose of this is to demonstrate that you clearly read and understood your book, and that you effectively used the required reading strategy: annotation.

Point of view: You are writing from the personal (first person) perspective.

Audience: your primary audience will be your peers, who will be evaluating you.

Form: A five minute (max) oral report.  You SHOULD use note cards, and should have your text – with annotations – with you during your presentation.

Requirements (on which you will be assessed):

· Clearly identifies title, author, setting (where and when)

· Identifies and explains main conflict and resolution

· Has a clearly organized presentation that opens with a focused opinion statement and ends with one.

· Annotations & details: You show and use details which you noted when you read your book over the summer, in order to support your point

· Focus: your talk fits within the 5 minute limit, from beginning to end.  Practice out loud!

Procedure:

1. Start by reviewing your book and the notes you made when you read it.  Based on this review, 

2. Take a position – would you recommend people read it, or should they avoid it?

3. Brainstorm details from the book that will support your position.  As you do this, review your post-it notes – these should guide you to some of the key scenes and characters.  Specifically, I expect to see that you noted the following:

· Character insights – a scene where  a character catches your interest (or loses it).  This should be something that affected how you felt about the character or story.

· Conflict development – identify the main problem, and a key point (where it reaches the climax or is resolved).  Was the conflict believable?  Did it interest you?

· Your own questions / connections: were there parts of the book, or specific scenes / characters that you could relate to or found especially believable?  Or were there scenes / events / characters that confused you?  How did these affect your opinion of the book?

4. Organize your brainstorm into a logical sequence – try to group your details into categories that support your main point, and logically build off of one another.

5. Draft your talk.  Remember, this is 5 minutes max, and shouldn’t be overly long.  You want to highlight characters and conflict, and clearly demonstrate that you know your book.

6. Transfer your talk onto note cards.  Get down your main points.

7. Practice!  And don’t forget to review the rubric.

8. Present to your peers.

Summer Reading:  Book Talk Peer Evaluation Rubric

Directions: Your job is to score your classmates from 1-4 for each category, and check off whether they addressed each item.  Use the following scoring guide as you are listening to their presentation:

	4
	3
	2
	1

	Answer is thorough, demonstrating a complete understanding of the text and the key terms (such as type of conflict, etc.) – has textual details to back it up, and annotations that are shown to peers.
	Answer is good, shows a good understanding of the term but may be a bit vague.  May lack some specifics, or have good details but no annotations for that particular category. 
	Response is unclear – may not have any specific details to back up points, may be disorganized, but shows that she/he is familiar with the text in general terms.  May lack a focus, without a connection between details and opinion.
	Answer does not show that student understands the key term, or read the book.  Too vague to show understanding.


Refer to the above rubric as you score each peer on the following pages.  Be sure to take notes during your presentation, and explain your scores

Name of Presenter:_____________________

Evaluator:_____________________

Book Title:___________________________

Author:__________________

States Title and Author without being asked:

Yes

No

Identifies Setting TIME and PLACE



Yes

No

Clearly states opinion at start of presentation

Yes

No



Category:


Rating:

Used Quotes
Had annotations

Discussed Key Characters
4
3
2
1
  Yes  /  No

   Yes   /  No

Discussed main conflict & 

Resolution


4
3
2
1
  Yes  /  No

   Yes   /  No

Highlights Questions/ 

  Connections connected

4
3
2
1
  Yes  /  No

   Yes   /  No

  to opinion


Was organized, with note

4
3
2
1




  cards, and well prepared


Length of Presentation: _____ minutes and ______ seconds


In each category, a 4 indicates thorough, well detailed, a 3 indicates good, with some support, a 2 indicates vague / partial and a 1 indicates too brief/vague to show understanding.

Notes / Comments:  Be CERTAIN to write down CONFLICT TYPE and SETTING if the presenter states them!

Overall, I would give this presentation a:  
4

3

2

1

“I have scored this presentation accurately, based on the criteria spelled out on these sheets.”






__________________________________








Signature of Evaluator

